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It’s winter and time to start tying flies to replenish the fly boxes for next season.  In recent years I 

have had plenty of time to tie my own flies. I get great satisfaction from creating little bits of fur 

and feather (not to mention foam, wire and tinsel) that will fool a fish into thinking I have 

something edible on the end of my line. 

 

Every winter since I started tying flies I have struggled with the dilemma of how best to oragnize 

my flies. Should I arrange the flies according to type, use, size or maybe colour? Every winter I 

discover the ultimate solution. Every summer I decide there has to be a better way. This year I have 

the added complication of tying lots of saltwater flies. Maybe starting afresh will lead me to the 

perfect solution of storing and organizing my flies. 

 

The first step in organizing your flies is to choose the best fly box. Ask a dozen people at a club 

meeting what is the best fly box and you will get thirteen different answers. You only have to look 

at the shelves in any fly shop and you will see there are a myriad of different approaches to storing 

flies. Jump on the internet and you’ll find the fly shop is under-stocked. Slit foam, ripple foam, flat 

foam, slots, compartments, clips, and magnets.  Plastic, wood, aluminium, swing-leaf, clear lid, 

waterproof, small, large  …  

 

So you make your choice and find the perfect fly box that fits your vest pockets, looks good and 

holds your flies just the way you want. Then you discover that midges and wooly buggers don’t sit 

well together and saltwater flies are big. Time to buy another fly box.    

 

If you are like me you probably have many fly boxes – too many, in fact, to fit in your vest. In my 

quest for the perfect solution to organizing my flies I have tried having boxes for dries, nymphs, 

streamers, emergers and wets. Another attempt revolved around having boxes for specific areas 

such as a rivers, small streams, lakes and saltwater. Then there was the year that I tried to arrange 

boxes for specific trips so I had a box for Arthurs, a box for the Macquarie, another for Brumbys 

and so on. My latest perfect solution is to have only one box with my favourite go-to flies and lots 

of backup boxes which go in the backpack or stay in the car. Needless to say when the fish become 

selective the fly that I want is always back in the car. 

 

Whatever solution I come up with there are always problems and I find myself searching for a 

better way. If you have managed to discover the ultimate solution to storing and organizing your 

flies please let me know. I think I spend more time each winter deciding how to arrange my flies 

than I do tying them. 

 



By now you are wondering how all this relates to casting. Well the whole concept of casting a fly 

rod revolves around delivering a relatively weightless fly to a fish. That's why it is called fly 

fishing. The type of fly you use determines the type of cast you employ, the rod, line, leader and 

tippet you buy and even the knots you use. 

 

 

 

And that leads me to the point of this month's article. Flies should play a central role in everything 

you do in fly fishing. It is the fly that attracts the fish and hooks the fish. We must be able to deliver 

that fly in a way that will entice the fish to take. To do that we must be able to cast. 

 

Mac Brown (see last month's article)  talked about “Enlightenment” casts. By thinking about the 

flies we are using we can shed some light on how we should cast. The way that you cast a midge is 

different to the way you would cast a grasshopper. If you are fishing streamers you would cast 

differently to the way you would cast dry flies. Adapt your casting to suit the flies you want to fish. 

   

Flies not only dictate how we should cast they should also determine the rod we should use. We all 

began our fly fishing journey with one rod and the decision as to which rod was determined by a 

whole lot of compromises. In most cases the rod was chosen to suit the type of fishing we had in 

mind  – river, lake or salt. The one rod policy soon turned problematic, however,  when we needed 

to consider the full range of flies to be cast. 

 

Left Kreh has some very good advice for those who are still limited to one rod for their fly fishing 

(and if you haven't heard of Lefty I'm not sure why you are reading this!)  He suggests that by 

having multiple fly lines we can make that one rod perform to suit our needs. By using lines that are 

1, 2 or even 3 weights below the rod's stated rating we can deliver small flies delicately. By 

overlining the rod with heavier lines we can deliver larger flies over longer distances. Most fly rods 

these days will handle a range of line weights which can be selected to cast any fly you might have 

in your fly box. Too often we think of putting a line on a rod to make the rod work easier and cast 

further. Think of the flies first and you might come up with a different solution to lining your rod. 

 

Eventually, we come to realize the necessity of having more than one rod. You can throw a clouser 

on a 3 weight or make gentle presentations with an 8 weight but why make life difficult for yourself 

when there is a rod designed for the job. With the quality rods that are available today at reasonable 

prices it makes sense to have a variety of fly rods to cope with the range of flies we want to cast and 

the manner in which we want to deliver them. Golfers could play with just one club but how many 

do?  

 

Casting flies is what fly fishing is all about. When you go fishing think about the flies first. Don't be 

afraid to paint a picture in your mind of the flies you want to use and how you want to present 

them. Use the imagery to select the rod and line to make the perfect cast. We should use 

visualization more in fly fishing. Good golfers visualize a shot before they make it. We can use 

visualization too.  Picture how the fly is cast, how it lands and how the fish takes. It doesn't always 

go to plan but you will be surprised how many times it does and how your casting and catching will 

improve. 
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