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Trip report                     Four Springs 22nd October  
 
If we’d put in a request for it the weather couldn’t have been better for our second consecutive 
monthly outing to Four Springs Lake. It was mostly sunny, mild to warm and with light winds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifteen members turned out to check the reports that Four Springs had been fishing well and to enjoy 
a day in company doing so. Eight members fished from four boats and the rest prowled the shore. It 
must be said that boats are are big advantage at Four Springs with, I think, ten fish being taken from 
them and only three by shore based anglers. 
 

The best boat was Bruce Irwin and Bob, with 
Bruce bagging five and Bob one fish. Charles 
and Charlie out in Charles’s boat got three, 
with one of Charlie’s being the only rainbow 
of the day.  Linden Green out in his neat little 
rowboat also netted one. There were at least a 
dozen boats on the water and reports at the 
boat ramp suggest that heaps of fish were 
caught with some solo catches of seven or 
nine fish.The only boat people that seem to 
have blanked were Bruce Tole, Don and Peter 
out in Bruce’s boat. Maybe that was because 

Don had bananas on board. 
 

Most fish seem to have been caught on various nymphs although scud and damsel nymphs also 
played a part. Rising fish were quite common with the attraction being caenids early in the day, duns 
and red spinners ( big ones) later on, but no fish were reported being taken on dry fly. As usual in fly 
fishing there were numerous hits, misses and fish dropped at the net.  Charles and Charlie had the 
experience of a large brown cruising past their boat, into the path of which Charlie hopefully 
dangled a nymph, only to realise it was already hooked by another angler in a boat some distance  
away. 
 

It wasn’t a bad day for fishing from the shore. Rising fishing were in range a lot of the time but only 
one fish was reported caught on a dry. Colin Morley took that on a Royal Wulff quite early in the 
day and not far from the car park. Gary Cullen had one from the shore and so did your editor.  
 

Stephen Hill had a lot of fun stalking fish in the southwest corner of the lake. 
Apparently there were trout, and plenty of them, making bow waves chasing 
tadpoles in the shallows there. One hook-up on a Montana nymph and a 
consequent break off were all he had to show but it sounds like he enjoyed it. 
 

I stayed until after 7.00 pm and it was surprising the number of fly fishers who arrived after 6.oo pm, 
maybe six or seven of them.  None of them walked very far, just a few hundred yards north and 
south of the boat ramp fishing gaps in the reeds that line the shore. The rules for Four Springs state 
that fishing is allowed until three hours after sunset so they would have plenty of time to get at those 
fish that come in close at dusk. And a look at the Four Springs webcam almost any day shows plenty 
of headlights in the car park area well before dawn. They would be early risers after the same fish. 
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                                 Gary’s fish            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Colin and his fish                                 Me and mine                                                       Linden’s fish  
 

All in all a pleasant club trip. A few fish caught on a nice day in good company. From reports around 
the traps Four Springs is still fishing well. Get in there before the water level drops and the weed 
comes up ! At the rate fish are being caught there won’t be many left of the 8,600 browns that have 
been stocked this year. The 4,500 rainbow yearlings that went in February and the 1200 adult 
rainbows from last December should provide some good sport next season.       

                                                                                                                                Alan Taylor  

Thanks to all who submitted information for this report……..Ed. 
 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~              

 
 

Salt vs Fresh           October  2017 
 
 

I started my fly fishing journey many years ago trying to catch a trout. Since then I’ve spent more 
time fishing for trout than any other species. I think I will always be a “troutie.” However, in recent 
years I have found it difficult to get to good trout water and have had to learn about the world of 
saltwater fly fishing. Nowadays I find myself spending more time in the salt than I do in the fresh.  It 
has been a steep learning curve and I still have a long way to go. I can’t say I’m a “saltie” yet but it 
is growing on me.  
 

 



 4 

 
Salt vs fresh will always generates debate among fly fishers. Visit a fly fishing club in our southern 
states and trout will be the subject of most conversations. Visit a club in the north and talk will be of 
trevally, queenfish, and other tropical species. Often never the twain does meet. I’m not going to get 
into the argument about which is better. Living where I do at 30 degrees south I find myself in the 
middle of the divide and can see both sides. To me it’s not salt vs fresh but salt and fresh. 
 
So this month I want to tell you about what I have found to be different between being a “troutie” 
and a “saltie.” It’s not about one being better than the other – just different.  Obviously I will start 
with casting because that is what defines our sport. If you target fish with artificial flies and lures 
and deliver them with a fly line you are a fly fisher. It doesn’t matter if the fly is a size 22 Griffiths 
Gnat or a size 6/0 Deceiver. It doesn’t matter if you are targeting trout, bass, barramundi or marlin. If 
your delivery system is a fly rod and line you are fly fishing. 
 
The mechanics of fly casting are the same for any rod, any water and any species. Changes that need 
to be made to fish the saltwater are a matter of style. Since taking up saltwater fly fishing my casting 
style has changed. I find myself using a much more horizontal stroke. This is supposedly to keep the 
fly below the wind although I am not convinced this makes a huge difference except in the mind. 
The other style change I have noticed is that I am using much more body movement. Fishing the salt 
usually requires longer casts and longer casts need more line speed. Nowadays I find myself hauling 
much more than I used to and moving my whole body to make a longer casting stroke. 
 
I thought I had a lot of fly rods when I only fished for trout but my collection has almost doubled 
now that I fish the salt. Saltwater fly rods need to be stronger to carry the heavier fly lines and 
combat the weight of the fish being caught. I started with my heaviest trout rod but soon had to 
upscale as the size of the flies and fish got bigger. Then there was the need to upgrade reels so that 
they were saltwater proof and the drags could handle bigger and faster fish. If you thought that it was 
expensive to take up fly fishing for trout maybe you shouldn’t get into saltwater fly fishing. 
 

 

 
Choosing a fly line for trout is relatively simple. Match the line weight to the rod, make sure the line 
is a floater and choose from a couple of tapers in your favourite brand. When you enter the world of 
saltwater fly you will have many agonizing decision to make choosing the “right” line. Putting aside 
all the must have features of competing brands you will have to choose among floating, sinking, sink 
tips and intermediates. If you want a sub surface line you need to choose the sink rate. The taper of 
the line will depend on whether you want to fish for bonefish, tarpon, GTs or redfish among others. I 
have spent many hours, and many dollars, finding a saltwater line that suits the rod I want to fish and 
the fish I want to catch. 
 
I am glad I started as a trout fisher before I moved into the world of saltwater fly fishing. From the 
outside, saltwater fly seems to require a chuck and duck approach with big rods, heavy lines and 
brute force. In reality there are lots of situations where delicate, accurate presentations are needed. 
Casting small flies to fast moving bonefish is not far removed from polaroiding a  trout in the 
Western Lakes. Throwing flies into mangroves for barramundi has much in common with casting 
grasshoppers along a river bank. Being able to place your fly where it is needed is a skill that must 
be mastered by both the fresh and saltwater fly fisher. When I fly fish in the salt I find myself relying 
on my accurate trout casts as much as my long distance shots. 
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One thing that has changed since I started saltwater fly fishing is my reliance on a boat. Now there 
are boats and there are boats! I’m not talking about million dollar cruisers for chasing marlin or flats 
boats for hunting permit. My little tinnie is designed to get me to places in my local estuaries where I 
can cast at a fish or two. With the tinnie has come the need to learn about line management and rod 
storage (as I wrote about last month.) You can’t fish from a boat unless you know how to keep your 
line under control when the wind is blowing and every part of the boat wants to tangle around your 
fly line. Trout fishers use boats too but a true “troutie” revels in the walk and stalk and loves fishing 
places boats can’t go. 

 
 
I began by confessing that I am turning into a “saltie” but my first love will always be trout. I guess 
it comes down to where you live and the fishing opportunities you have available. My formative fly 
fishing years were spent on a trout stream and that is where I return at every opportunity. But if I 
can’t fly fish for trout I’m certainly not going to hang up the rod. Saltwater fly fishing has its own 
challenges and rewards and the more I learn about the differences the more I come to enjoy it.  
 

                                                                                                                    Allan Ekert  

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

If you had to choose between marriage and fly fishing 

would you choose freshwater or salt ? 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Facebook picture of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture Alec selected as the club Facebook banner picture for the month of October was posted 
by Stephen Hill on September 20th.    It’s a shot of the Macquarie River from a bridge on the back 
road to Campbelltown.  The famed red spinner hatches are due to start on the Macquarie any day 
now.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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The Great LakeTie-in. 
 

This annual event was held in the Miena Community Centre on Saturday 14th October. Interest from 
CFFCA members was lukewarm so Charlie, Chris, Bruce & Gary decided stay several nights at the 
Liawenee No 2 hut and see what it was all about. A pleasant surprise on Friday evening was the 
arrival of Marty with his young son, Eddie. 
 
On the way up Charlie & Bruce called in at Penstock where 
they met up with Gary. Fishing was looking a bit grim but then 
Gary suggested to Bruce, fishing from the dam wall, that he 
dramatically increase the depth of his suspended nymphs and 
the almost immediate reward was a very nice fish. We all know 
that having hooked a fish on the wall it gets pretty hard to 
clamber down to complete the capture in a short net. Gary 
offered to do the honours provided the fish was returned. So it 
was!                                                                                                       A nice Penstock Lagoon fish  
 
 
The Tie-in was a very professional and well attended function that had 
about 20 people tying their various flies to an appreciative and 
inquisitive audience. Bruce got our Charlie’s gear and tied along with 
the best of them. The doyen of fly tiers Mick Hall gave a number of 
demonstration that were made available on the large screen. Eddie, in 
particular, thought this was pretty good because he was given 2 of 
Mick’s creations. Other exhibitors included Bill Lark with cane and 
some very interesting completed cane rods. Dinner at the Miena Lodge 
provided another opportunity for networking (good word that – mine is 
not). 
 
 

On Sunday the boys went to Little Pine Lagoon 
because the road past Lake Augusta was still closed 
denying access to the Nineteen Lagoon waters. A 
strong westerly did nothing for the fishing. 
However Charlie did score when he found a lonely 
and doomed trout in a pool below the dam. His net 
did work and the lucky fish was returned to its 
friends and relations in Little Pine. 
 

Not really a very fishy trip but well worthwhile for 
the company and lessons learned.  

 

                                                                                                                       Chris Cohen   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Goldfish going feral  
 

Scientists have been surprised doing surveys in WA rivers to find salt- 
adapted golfish. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-21/mutant-salt-resistant-
goldfish-leave-river-take-over-  
 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     
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The following item on snakes is taken from the newsletter of the Coffs Coast Fly Fishing Club and is used 

with the permission of their editor, Allan Ekert.  We don’t have two of the species mentioned here in 

Tasmania but responses and treatments will be the same for the three types we do have 

 

Snakes  

 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service South Eastern (RFDS SE) 
Section has updated its advice and procedures following the 
publication of a new snakebite study. The Australian Snakebite 
Project  
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2017/207/3/australian-
snakebite-project-2005-2015-asp-20   is the most 
comprehensive ever carried out, involved over 1500 patients 
and collated snakebite data from the past 10 years (2005-15).  

 

The Australian Snakebite Project threw up some surprising statistics, which challenges many long-
held perceptions about where snake attacks occur and how to treat them.  
 

In those attacks in which the snake was positively identified, the brown snake was the most common 
biter (41%), followed by the tiger snake (17%) and red-bellied black snake (16%).  
 

Three-quarters of the people bitten are males aged in their 30’s. Most snake attacks occur near 
houses, not in the bush. Half of all bites occurred while people were out walking, with gardening and 
trying to catch a snake the most common other scenarios.  
 

While only 20- 25 out of 835 cases they studied resulted in death, the effects of a snakebite can be 
debilitating and far-reaching. Three-quarters of those bitten experienced venom-induced 
consumption coagulopathy, which causes blood clotting and life-threatening haemorrhages. Acute 
kidney injuries, brain and muscle damage and cardiac arrest are other possible side effects.  
 

It’s important that people act quickly after a possible bite. Surprisingly, they’re often painless and 
may go unnoticed as tissue damage is mostly light – lacerations, scratches or light bruising along 
with some bleeding or swelling. As over 90% of snakebites are found to occur on the upper and 
lower limbs, these are the places to check first. 
 

Common symptoms include an unexplained collapse, vomiting and abdominal pain, bleeding or 
paralysis. 
Many dangerous myths surround the treatment of snakebites. The most important dos and dont’s 
include.  
Do NOT wash the area of the bite or try to suck out the venom. It is extremely important to retain 
traces of venom for use with venom identification kits.  
Do NOT incise or cut the bite, or apply a high tourniquet. Cutting or incising the bite won't help. 
High tourniquets are ineffective and can be fatal if released.  
Do bandage firmly, splint and immobilise to stop the spread of venom. All the major medical 
associations recommend slowing the spread of venom by placing a folded pad over the bite area and 
then applying a firm bandage. It should not stop blood flow to the limb or congest the veins. Only 
remove the bandage in a medical facility, as the release of pressure will cause a rapid flow of venom 
through the bloodstream.  
Do NOT allow the victim to walk or move their limbs. Use a splint or sling to minimise all limb 
movement. Put the patient on a stretcher or bring transportation to the patient.  
Do seek medical help immediately as the venom can cause severe damage to health or even death 
within a few hours.  
The new study has prompted the RFDS SE to reverse previous long-standing advice about the 
importance of identifying the colour and type of snake. 
 

Staying in the area after an attack can be dangerous and recent advances in medication mean any 
snakebites can be treated with a generic polyvalent anti-venom, so identification is no longer 
necessary.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Fly of the Month                                The Renegade  
 

 
Hook    :-  Dry fly  18-10 
 
Thread  :-  Black 6/0 or 8/0 
 
Tag       :-  Gold tinsel 
 
Body     :-  Peacock herl 
 
Hackle :-  Rear, brown or ginger 
                 Front, white or cream  

 

The Renegade has been around since the 1920s and is said to have been devised for use on Wyoming 
rivers by a Taylor “Beartrack”  Williams. It’s a firm favourite in America and is used on rivers and 
lakes for rainbows, browns and cutthroat trout. It’s another of those flies that doesn’t represent 
anything in particular, except maybe midges in the smaller sizes, but looks worthy of inspection and 
a taste by the fish. It’s reputation in America is as a very good prospecting dry fly, rather like the red 
tag in Australia. 
 
Tying the Renegade is nice and straightforward. Place hook in vice and lay foundation thread from 
eye to a little way around the bend. Attach a length of gold tinsel and wind it forward three or four 
turns to the top of the bend and tie it off.  ( Personally, I can’t see the point of a gold tag on a gold 
coloured hook but I do add one when tying on black hooks such as the Tiemco 102Y. )  Next tie in 
the rear hackle with fibres a bit longer than the hook gape and wind it forward four or five turns. Tie 
it off and then attach a single strand of peacock herl for the smaller sizes and maybe two or three 
strands in the larger sizes. Wind forward forming a nice bushy body and tie off leaving room for four 
or five turns of the white front hackle. A neat little varnished head and the fly is finished. 
 
There’s not much in the way of variations in the Renegade. You can make it a Royal Renegade, in 
the style of the Royal Coachman, by adding a red silk “waist”  on the peacock herl body, and some 
make it a wet fly by sloping the hackles to the rear and adding a red tag. There are also versions 
around with three hackles…..brown, white, brown, or vice- versa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                    
                                                                                                                                 Alan T.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

No surprise  
 

Word is getting around that Brumby’s ain’t what it used to be. 
 

N Brumbys Creek had 1,168 fewer anglers fishing there during 2016/17 season dropping from third 
most fished river to eighth.  
 

The above little statistic is taken from the latest IFS angler postal survey which contains lots of 
interesting stuff about Tasmania’s most fished rivers and lakes and the catch rates therein  
 

 https://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/about-us/publications/angler-postal-survey-report-2017ankings:    
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
.  
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Bronte Park weekend   
 
Our annual trip to Bronte Park from Fri.17th  to Sun. 19th  November is rapidly approaching. Latest 
word from Chris is that only 13 members are booked in so far, as opposed to the usual 19 or 20.   If 
you have been meaning to book but haven’t got around to it please contact Chris as soon as possible. 
                                 
                                      chris.intassy@gmail.com or at a pinch   (0408 314 632) 
 
A reminder that the cost is $37.50 per person per night. Self catering, although there is a restaurant 
on site and a well stocked general store, which also sells fishing gear, a few hundred metres away. 
It has become customary ( but not compulsory) for those going up on Friday to meet at the Great 
Lake Hotel for lunch at about noon and then to proceed in mini convoy to Bronte.  
 
For new members that may not know about Bronte Park, it is an ex Hydro construction village of 
cottages clustered around a village green type situation. In 1988 it was used as the HQ for the World 
Fly Fishing Championships and most of the cottages are still named after the International team that 
was quartered in it. The club books two or three of those cottages for a couple of nights. It is now 
Bronte Park Highland Village and a popular tourist spot. The CFFCA has made annual November 
trips there for about 14 or 15 years now. It is central to many good fishing locations and there are 
always a good few fish caught (or a few good fish caught). If you are new to fly fishing or new to 
Tasmania think about coming along for the weekend.  
 

  
Thursday casting clinic 

 

 

                                   
As can be seen from the picture above the Thursday casting clinics at Churchill Park are well 
attended. Shane and Don are good at picking up on your casting faults and helping to correct them. 
Their “ pupils” recommend them highly so if your casting needs a bit of brushing up or you just 
want somewhere to practice in company why not go along ?   
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
The duck family that was pictured in last month’s 
newsletter is still around. They have grown a bit and like 
most young creatures are curious. Last week while we were 
casting at the dry fly rings they kept swimming across our 
lines and chasing the indicators as they were retrieved. But 
nobody is complaining….. it’s their home after all.  
 
 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The Lindsay Haslem Trophy competition  
 

As noted in the September meeting minutes our annual competition for the Lindsay Haslem 
Memorial Trophy will be held at Penstock Lagoon on the Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th of 
December. Although the competition is over two days you can fish it one day or the other, or both. 
Those staying overnight generally camp in the boat ramp area. 
 
 

 

2017 Lindsay Haslem Memorial Flyfishing Competition   

 
Dates:   Saturday 16th  and  Sunday 17th  December 
 
Competition times:  10.00 am Saturday until 3.00 pm Sunday  
 
Venue:   Penstock Lagoon 
 
Weigh-in :   Camping area near boat ramp 
 
Weigh-in times :  5.00 pm Saturday and 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm Sunday 
 
Open to current financial members of the CFFCA holding a valid Tasmanian licence. 

 
The angler with the most points at the end of the two days will win the Lindsay  
Haslem Memorial Trophy  
 
The points system will be as follows:- 
 
100 points for each fish caught and 1 point per millimetre in length of fish. 
 
Note:  The legal size limit for Penstock Lagoon fish  is 420mm with a bag limit of three fish per day.  
 
All fish to be caught at Penstock Lagoon on fly. Fish to be cleaned and gutted for measuring and 
weighing. 
 
In the event of two or more anglers having the same number of points the angler with the most fish 
will be the winner. If two or more anglers have the same number of fish and points, the angler with 
the highest overall weight of fish will be the winner. 
 
All fish will be measured with the same apparatus. Fins will be clipped on weigh in. 
 

 

Inland Fisheries Draft Management Plan  
 
The IFS has just released their Draft Management Plan for the ten year period 2018-2028. This link 
takes you to their home page news item on the release and within that item there is a link to the Draft 
Plan itself. 
 
https://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/release-of-the-draft-tasmanian-inland-recreational-fishery-
management-plan-2018-28   
 
The IFS invites submissions on the plan until December 18th from individuals and organisations such 
as fishing clubs. Read the plan and if there are any proposals within it that you don’t agree with now 
is the time to have your say.   
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Calendar  
 
November  8th    :-  Meeting 
 
                  12th   :-  Casting  
 
       17-18-19th    :- Bronte weekend  
 
                  26th   :- The last casting Sunday at which scores count towards the annual casting trophy.  
 
December  10th   :-  Annual Christmas BBQ.  For the first time to be held at our Sunday casting 
                               venue on the Isle of Shalom, which should be a really great place for it, even if it  
                                rains.  
 
                   13th   :-  Meeting  
 
              16-17th   :-  The Lindsay Haslem Memorial Trophy weekend  
 
Looking ahead :- 
 
A reminder that we do not have monthly meetings in January. But we do have the now traditional 
weekend outing to the Tiger Hut at Liawenee. That is booked for the nights of Friday 19th and 
Saturday 20th.  Cost will be $30.00 per person per night. To avoid confusion names will not be taken 
until after the Bronte weekend. 
 

*******  
Alterations to calendar items will be notified by email, the club website http://corralinn.weebly.com/  or the 
Facebook page.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Next newsletter due second half of November. Any items for inclusion to editor by about the 15

th
, 

please. Editor reserves the right to edit submitted items without altering meaning or intent of items 

submitted.   

*******  
This newsletter compiled in Word format and converted to pdf for emailing which degrades the 
quality of pictures therein. If you want a higher definition copy contact the editor. 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

 

 
Any opinions on what type of 
bird this is trying to get his/her 
picture online ?                             
 
Four Springs webcam 
 24th October 17.29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our tradition is that of the first man who sneaked away to the creek when the tribe did not really  

need fish…….Roderick Haig-Brown 

 


