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Trip report                              Four Springs Lake     10th Sept 2017   
 
The wet and windy spring weather gave us a break for our September outing this year. Sunday September 10th 
was mild, mostly sunny and with light northerly winds, although the wind did freshen from the northwest 
later in the afternoon making conditions a little less pleasant later in the day. During the course of the day 
about a dozen members fished. Shane and Geoff started before dawn and left late morning but most of us 
started mid morning. Alec and Ron tried the southern shore for a while but weren’t impressed and later on 
joined the rest of us who had walked north. Bruce took Bob out in his boat and Charles was out in his. 
 
By my reckoning nine fish were caught. Bob took four on a stick caddis pattern whilst poor old Bruce his 
boatman missed out. Charles caught three out in his boat, all on damsel nymph. Two fish were caught from 
the shore; one by yours truly on a brown nymph and one by Gary on a Philbricks nymph.( Google is your friend)  
Apologies to any fish catchers not mentioned. 
 
All in all, a nice sort of day and it was decided at the September meeting that we’ll give Four Springs another 
go for the October outing. The water level should still be high and without too much weed growth, plus the 
dun hatches often start there around the middle of the month. All we want is the weather for it. 

 

                          
 

 

Above left, Charles’ 3 fish. 

 

        Above centre, Bob with one of his 

 

            Above right, Alan T. with one on 

 

Left, Gary’s fish, which he returned 

 

 

 

                                    Lunchtime for some.    ( Ron says that is not a bait rod he is watching.) 

 

                                                                                                                                                   Alan Taylor  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                   
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Broken Fly Rods 
September  2017 

 
In my years of fly fishing I have managed to break five fly rods. This may sound like an awful lot 
but you need to look at the big picture. I bought my first fly rod many years ago. Since then I have 
been continually adding to my collection to the stage I’m frightened to count them all.  In recent 
years I have had a fly rod in my hand most days either fishing or casting. Of the five broken rods I 
have only been responsible for three (you have got to expect some collateral damage when fly rods 
are used in casting lessons!) In this context five broken rods is a small price to pay. 
 
This month I want to look at how fly rods break and what you can do to prevent it happening to you. 
Let me tell you about the little mishaps that have happened to me and hopefully it will give you 
some ideas on how you can protect your fly rods from damage. 
 

 
 
 

Fly rods are fragile and are put under enormous stress when casting and fishing. It’s a testament to 
the rod manufacturers’ expertise that so few rods break. And when they do it is rarely the fault of the 
manufacturer. Louis Cahill from Gink and Gasoline suggests the three most common causes for 
broken fly rods are ceiling fans, car doors and spurned spouses. Although none of my rod breakages 
have been as a result of any of these I suggest you take heed.  
I have heard as many reasons for broken fly rod as I have heard excuses for not doing homework. It 
would be interesting to talk to the warranty department of the major rod makers and hear firsthand 
the litany of causes and excuses for rod breakages. I’m sure they would include things like high 
sticking, impact, supporting the rod, sudden shocks, pulling a fly out of a tree, poking the tip in the 
ground, getting caught in the electric motor, car doors and the list would go on. I’m going to put my 
mishaps under just two categories; casting faults and stupidity.  
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The first and last rods I managed to break were cases of pure stupidity. Both involved boats and both 
involved carelessness.You can’t drop an anchor chain on the tip of a fly rod and expect it to survive! 
Fortunately it was a rod from one of the major brands and came with a lifetime warranty. Some 
twently years later when I had forgotten the lesson I had learnt back then a similar thing happened, 
This time untangling a rod from a stack of rods in the boat. Again the manufacturer’s warranty 
meant I wasn’t too out of pocket but it shouldn’t have happened. Small boats and fly rods don’t go 
well together. I have since modified the boat to provide more protection for the rods but ultimately it 
is about being more careful and less stupid. 
  

 
 
 
My only other rod breakage was the result of a casting fault. I understand that anchor chains and rod 
tips don’t go together but I should have been aware that bead head flies also require special attention. 
Narrow loops make for longer casts but also increase the risk of the fly hitting the rod. At first when 
the tip broke during a cast I was ready to blame the rod maker. But having heard the fly hit the rod a 
few casts earlier I soon realized what had happened. The impact of a bead head can create tiny 
cracks that weaken the blank and ultimately lead to failure. Sometimes wide loops are good and in 
this case it may have saved me the trouble of another warranty claim. 
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If you have been counting my breakages so far you will realize there are two to go. Both of these 
happened with the rod in someone else’s hands. I don’t blame them in any way as they were using 
the rods at my invitation and were doing nothing wrong. The breakages occurred because I failed to 
check the ferrules. Ferrules loosen up during casting and it is imperative that they are checked 
regularly. It is also a good idea to apply a thin coating of paraffin wax to the ferrules every so often. 
This is particularly important with double handed rods where enormous torque is exerted during 
casting. The good news with the double handed rod was that it was replaced with a brand new rod 
for a very reasonable fee and I was able to get the old rod repaired. I now have another rod to add to 
my collection and a greater appreciation of rod manufacturers who offer decent warranties. 
 

I’ve just returned from a trip to the Swansea Channel in NSW chasing schools of big Australian 
Salmon. Our friends and guides from the Hunter Valley Fly Club advised us to bring old rods 
because breakages were inevitable on these hard fighting fish. I took my good rods (with good 
warranties) and am glad to say there were no breakages. Maybe it was because my casting is getting 
better and maybe I am less stupid than I used to be.  Time will tell. 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                    Allan Ekert  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
In my thirty years or so of fly fishing I have had three broken rods. One was the result of hooking a very solid 
park bench on the back cast. Another was when a ferrule gave way when fighting a fish, probably because the 
bottom joint wasn’t pushed home far enough ( see Allan’s comment above re waxing the male ferrules now 
and again ), and the third was when a “friend” shut one in a car door. In all cases the sevice from 
manufacturers ….Kilwell and ProAngler ….. was excellent. 
 
It would be interesting to hear broken rod stories from other members.  

                                                                                                                                                    Alan T.  

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Fly of the Month                 The Funnel Dun  
 
When it comes to dry flies it doesn’t matter whether you like flies that are a realistic copy of an 
insect, a scruffy thing that looks like something a trout might eat or something in between, you can’t 
get away from the fact that there is a curved piece of metal hanging from it. We all catch flies on 
such flies but there seems to be a consensus amongst fishermen that flies are sometimes refused 
because of that visible piece of the hook. There have been many attempts to devise flies that float 
point up, possibly the most notable being the Upside Down Dun Paradun….. the USD Paradun…..by 
Goddard and Clarke in the 1970s. It proved its worth on finicky trout but was tricky to tie.  
 
Neil Patterson decided there must be an easier way to tie 
a fly that floats point up and came up with the Funnel 
Dun. He describes his thinking and development of the 
fly in his 1995 book “Chalkstream Chronicle”, which has 
some line drawings detailing the fly and the principles 
involved in tying it. 
 

He starts by putting a small ball of dubbing behind the  
eye of the hook and then tying in the hackle feather, 
which doesn’t have to be of any great quality but should 
have fibres about twice the hook gape.  Four or five turns 
are made of the hackle which is then sloped forward 
about 45 degrees by overbinding the tie-in point. The ball 
of dubbing previously tied in stops the fibres going forward too far. He then applies some dubbing to 
the thread and makes a thorax behind the hackle and a thinner dubbed body down to the tail tie-in 
point. The tail fibres are then tied in, which he emphasises should be attached a bit further around the 
bend than the normal tail position, and be tied so that they splay out wide to prevent the fly from 
rolling. You can either whip finish and cut the tying thread at that point or, if you find that awkward, 
add a little more dubbing, take it forward over the body and tie off at the thorax.   
 

Now take your scissors and cut a ‘V’ out of the top of the hackle, i.e. on top of 
the hook.  This will make the fly float inverted.   
 

You know you have got it right when the fly you have just tied lands point up 
every time you flip it onto your tying bench, as in the first picture below. 
 

The Funnel Dun is, of course, a style of tying rather than a pattern. Hackles, body, ribbing and tail 
materials are all chosen to suit your local needs.   
 

 

                                                                                
                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                             Alan T.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Just because you don’t like the conditions doesn’t mean the fish have disappeared off the face of the Earth. 

Get casting ! ......... John O’Malley 
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Tippet rings  
 
I have gone back to using tippet rings on some of my leaders. I used to use them a couple of years 
ago but decided that they were a bit fiddly sometimes. For those that don’t know what tippet rings 
are, they are 1.5 mm, 2 mm or 2.5 mm metal rings that are tied to the end of your leader. You then 
tie your tippet material to that ring. If you then wish to change your tippet length for lighter, heavier 
or longer, you just tie a fresh piece to the tippet ring. At the end of the day your leader is the same 
length as when you started out because you haven’t lost a few inches of line every time you’ve 
knotted on a new tippet. They are also useful for hanging a dropper off. If you have changed your 
dropper fly a few times it sometimes gets too short to tie on another and you have to tie on a whole 
new tippet.  
 

Some people worry that a piece of metal between leader and a dry fly will sink and pull the fly 
under. That doesn’t happen because the line each side of the ring keeps it afloat. But if it does there’s 
nothing to stop you applying your usual floatant. 

                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      

 
 
 
 

 
As mentioned above, tippet rings are good and useful but very fiddly. They are generally sold in tens 
on a small safety pin, snap swivel or split ring. The usual advice is to thread the end of your leader 
through one of the rings while it is still on its holder, tie your knot and only then undo the clip or 
pin and slide the ring off.  I usually do that at home where it’s no big drama if you drop one, but it 
can still be a bit of a pain waterside. And let’s face it, you do occasionally have to tie on or make up 
a new leader while you’re out fishing………like after you have an unsortable wind knot in the 
leader, or the middle of the leader is stuck in a clump of gorse or blackberry you didn’t see before 
you made that back cast. 
 
So for that sort of situation I now carry two or three rings in a plastic 
packet, each of which I have threaded onto short piece of wire. 
That’s done at home, of course.  
 

Simply hold the piece of wire and tie the leader to it as if you’re 
tying on a fresh fly. Then twist the wire undone or snip it off.   
 
 

                                                                                                                                     Alan T.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A couple of links  
 

A touch of philosophy :- http://www.sexyloops.com/index.php/ps/death-by-1000-cuts  …an article, 
the first paragraph of which is below, which ponders a life of fly fishing. A good read. 
                                        
“The enjoyment for ‘cracking the code’, solving a puzzle, and deliberately seeking a challenge are 
inherent character traits of almost all of the fly anglers I personally know, and apparently, a lot of 
others that I have “met” only through electronic communications. There are obviously a lot of easier 
ways to catch a fish!  Why, even the act of casting a fly rod is a continual challenge - one that in all 
probability will confound me for the rest of my days”.  
 

***** 

A good point about wear on fly lines :-  http://www.sexyloops.com/index.php/ps/flyline-longevity   
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Springtime is definitely here. Mother duck and ducklings were seen at casting last Sunday. Let’s hope mother 
duck is more careful with her brood than the mother duck below. 

 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                                                       
 

ADVANCE NOTICE  

Club trip – Bronte Park Weekend 

Friday – Sunday 17
th
 – 19

th
 November 2017 

A tradition continues: for many years our Club has been going to Brontë Park in November, staying 
in the cabins and enjoying access to the many waters that are available nearby. We have been 
advised that the standard of cabins has been improved and no longer do we have to take sleeping 
bags and towels. We cater for ourselves however the adjoining Chalet offers great meals and 
hospitality. 
 
You can expect to find some productive water no matter what weather conditions prevail. For 
example, try Bronte Lagoon (8 km/6 minutes), Little Pine Lagoon (21.4/21), Brady’s Lake (10.2/8), 
Lake Binney (16.1/14), Tungatinah Lagoon (20.3/20), Pine Tier Lagoon (8.0/13), Dee Lagoon 
(23.7/26), Lake Echo (20.6/36), Lake St Clair & St Clair Lagoon (33.7/27) as well as other lesser-
known waters. Looks good ! (Distance/times per Google maps) 
 
The cost for accommodation will be $37.50 per person per night. Three cabins have been booked 
and we would usually expect 15 – 18 members. Early Registration is recommended. 
Contact Chris, preferably by email chris.intassy@gmail.com or at a pinch   (0408 314 632) with a 
suitable reminder. 

 

The above notice is repeated from last month’s newsletter because it transpired at the September 
meeting that there are quite a few members who intend going but just haven’t got around to 
notifying Chris.  So please contact Chris if you intend going to what has become a traditional club 
outing. It is at least twelve years that we have been making the November Bronte trip and there have 
usually been reasonable numbers of fish caught from the waters in the area.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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On the subject of reminders……… 
 

An invitation – Miena Fly Tie-in 

Friday – Sunday 13
th
 – 15

th
 October 2017 

 
The annual Fly Tie- in will be held in the Miena Hall on Saturday 14th October. 

Charlie Howell, Gary Cullen and Chris Cohen have booked the Number 2  Hut at Liawenee for the 
Friday & Saturday nights with the intention of attending the Tie-in and enjoying the fishing. 
 

While not a club event, meaning that insurance will not apply, Club members and friends are 
encouraged and invited to join them. Most of us know that the Number 2 Hut is a really good venue 
that takes 10 – 12 people quite readily. Warm, good cheer and good company guaranteed. You 
would have to bring your own food and sleeping bag, towels etc. The cost is $30 per person per 
night. 
Let Chris know if you are interested. chris.intassy@gmail.com  
 

Late information :-  Well known fly tyer Mick hall will be there ….at the Tie-In that is. 
 

 

Auction result  
 

The auction of donated items held after the September meeting raised the grand total of $235.00 for 
club funds. Some bargains were had there.  

******* 

Facebook picture of the Month   

 
The picture Alec selected for the September cover picture is of Alex Klassen holding one of the nice 
fish he has been taking at Four Springs on a regular basis. Picture was posted by Alex on August 
18th.  If you look closely you can see the green beadhead woolly bugger that has been doing all the 
damage for him.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Thursday casting  
 

Shane’s Facebook post on that subject is below.  

Thursday group casting is going well with keen participants,so we thought we would have a 
monthly theme and have different aspects of casting.So starting next week we thought we'd 
hone our skills on different fishing casts.Mending and slack line casts are going to be on 
the agenda.So don't forget 10 o'clock Churchill park on a Thursday,half hour or so to warm 
up and have a yak then 10.30 we'll go through a couple of casts that might catch you a fish 
or two  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Calendar  
 
Sept.   28th  :-   Fly tying. Note that this month it is on the Thursday evening as the Tennis Club are  
                         holding their AGM on our regular Wednesday. 
 

Oct.      1st  :-    Casting 
            
           11th  :-   Meeting 
            
           14th  :-   Great Lake Tie-in. See notice above 
            
           15th  :-   Casting 
            
           22nd  :-  By popular demand our monthly outing will once again be to Four Springs Lake. 
            
           25th   :-  Fly tying 
            
           29th   :-  Casting  
 

Nov.  17-18-19  Bronte weekend.  
 

Alterations to calendar items will be notified by email at meetings or on the club Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/groups/280085965386028/  
 

This newsletter compiled in Word format and emailed in pdf which degrades quality of pictures therein. 

Contact the editor if you would like high definition copy. 
 

Next newsletter due second half of October. Any items for inclusion to editor by about 16
th
, please. Editor 

reserves the right to edit content without altering meaning or intent of items submitted. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

                                         There are old waders, there are bold waders. There are very few old, bold waders. 


