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Annual General meeting 
 
Our AGM was held on Wednesday 8th May . At the meeting Chris Cohen stood down as President 
and Stephen Hill was elected to the position unopposed. The first page of newsletter has been 
amended to reflect the change.  Minutes of the AGM will be circulated in due course. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Corralinn Fly Fishing & Casting Association Inc 

 
President’s report 8th May 2019 

 
I am pleased to present this report on the Club’s past years performance. It really 
has been a “business as usual” year without any dramas. That is a result of the 
steady work put in by members and I would like to mention and thank them at this 
time. 
 

Our Secretary, Alan Milson, has been central to communications and through his 
involvement with the Fly Fishing Museum has made important connections that 
benefit of the Club. His energy and involvement is greatly appreciated. 
 

Our Treasurer, Don Cameron, has efficiently managed the accounting side and 
continues to provide interest and involvement organising the informal casting 
practice on Thursdays. This initiative is introduced more members to the club. 
 

Alan Taylor continues the important task of producing an interesting newsletter 
each month. He also oversees our fly tying nights, organizes Liawenee weekends 
and the very successful Annual Dinner. Alan has been a wise head when suggesting 
locations for our monthly club outings. He contributes in another way by reporting 
his fishing activities on Facebook, win, lose or draw which is of great interest to all 
members. 
 

Alec Tuff is another significant contributor and was recently recognised by award 
of the “Clubman of the Year”. Having organised the Grindelwald facility he, 
together with Christine and the small band of helpers maintain the site and run the 
fortnightly casting sessions that are so important to improve performance. Alec 
also is the Webmaster looking after our website that is rigorously kept up-to-date. 
 

Others who are prominent in assisting and promoting the Club include 
 Shane Hurst – recently qualified Certified Casting Instructor who is very keen 

to share his knowledge, quietly and confidently. 
 Bruce Irwin- a very consistent supporter of Club events. 
 Bruce Tole- as Vice President is always ready with advice. 
 Charles Peck and Gary Cullen- provide much information about fishing 

conditions in the Highlands. 
 Steve Hill and Linden Green- who are providing much interest with their Go 

Pro videos on Facebook. Linden is also the Club librarian. 
 Ron Whittington- recognised as the go-to person organising the club door 

prize. 
 Peter Radford who as Public Officer ensures that we provide the required 

business information for an Incorporated Club. 
 Inland Fisheries Service staff particularly Paul Middleton and Neil Morrow- 

two of the friendliest enforcers you could ever meet. 
 Rob Carrick who manages our meeting venue such a friendly and flexible 

way. 
 Other Club members who contribute in various ways. 
 

I would like you to join with me and thank these people. 
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The major Club activities in the past year include: 
 

 The annual casting competition with the Devonport Fly Fishing Club. 
 

 Participation by provision of fly tyers at the annual Trout Weekend run by the 
Inland Fisheries Service at Liawenee in May. 

 
 The Annual Dinner held at Steve’s Grill was very well attended. 
 
 The November fishing weekend at Bronte Park saw about 12 members take 

their chances at a variety of waters. The most successful member 
undoubtedly would have been Steve Hill who found a lot of activity at Pine 
Tier Lagoon. 

 

 Members assisting the Fly Fishing Expo at Clarendon organised by member 
Mike Stevens from the “Essential Fly Fisher”. 

 

 The Club weekend at Little Pine Lagoon held to run the Lindsay Haslem 
trophy. Although relatively poorly attended it was good to see Allan Ekert 
from Coffs Harbour revisiting his favourite waters. With only 3 fish caught 
the winner was Chris Cohen. 

 

 A Fun Casting day at Grindelwald in December and members testing out 
their accuracy, horizontal and vertical. 

 

 The Annual Picnic held at Grindelwald in December that demonstrated just 
how good the facilities are, even on the wet day. 

 

 The Liawenee weekend in January based at the Tiger Hut that once again saw 
members go in different directions. Once again strong wind was a handicap 
for good results. 

 

 Another Fun Casting day, coincidentally on St Patrick’s day, attracted a 
number of participants vying for the appropriate prize of Irish whiskey. 

 

 The final Club Outing to the South Esk attracted about 12 members on a 
windy day whom were pleased to meet up with our friends the “enforcers” 
from Inland Fisheries. They now don’t ask for license production having 
seen them so many times in the current season. Paul Middleton has agreed 
to speak to our June meeting. 

 
In conclusion I wish to reaffirm my thanks to all members for their participation 
and believe we can look forward to another successful year ahead for both Club 
activities and fishing. Thank you for putting up with me this past year. 
 
There does remain one very pleasant task following acceptance of my annual 
report which is to confirm Life Membership for two members, Alan Taylor & Bruce 
Tole.  
 
Thank you again. 
 
Chris Cohen 
President, CFFCA 
8th May 2019 
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Some awards were made on the night of the AGM 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary receives two… the Underwater Trophy                               Chris is presented with the Lindsay Haslem 

and the Casting Competition Shield                                              Memorial Trophy 

 

                                         

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Bruce and Alan receive their Life Membership Certificates         

 

********   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~           
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Trip report                    South Esk River  
 
The venue for our last outing of the brown trout season on Saturday 27th of April was the South Esk 
River at Evandale. Fourteen members turned up so maybe switching the monthly outings to a 
Saturday is encouraging more members to join in as it is a long time since we had that many on a 
trip. Then again it could be due to the fact that Evandale is only twenty minutes from town and not 
too far to drive home at the end of a hard day’s fishing.  
 

The weather was a bit cool to say the least, with 
a temperature of 10° C which, according to the 
BoM , was only 1.9° C  when the wind chill 
factor was taken into account. Speaking of the 
wind, it was a very unkind strong to gale force 
blowing straight up the river. But we’re a hardy 
lot, and after a discussion on tactics amongst 
senior members ( “Shall we go fishing or shall 
we go home ?” ) set off with high hopes to do 
some fishing.  
 

Most opted to start their fishing along the first 
few hundred metres of rapids above the bridge, 
but a few went straight up to and beyond what has come to be called ‘the dog swim pool’ to try their 
luck. IFS inspectors Paul Middleton and Neil Morrow arrived and had a good time checking 
licences. There was a mini gathering where tales were told of missed chances and hard luck and then 
by mutual consent it was decided to go back to the car park for lunch……..and to get out of the 
wind, but nobody actually said that. 
 

While we were having lunch Paul and Neil joined 
us again after having walked a long way 
upstream to check a few more licences. One of 
those licences was that of Linden who had carried 
on fishing and was later rewarded for his skill 
and persistence. 
 

We must have been an impressive lot though 
because our two friendly inspectors took a picture 
of us for the IFS website news. 
 

The lunch break over some resumed fishing the 
same shore, some crossed over to the reserve side , and some called it a day and went home. A few 
rising fish were actually found at a sheltered spot at the top end of the reserve but couldn’t be 
tempted to take a fly. 
 

At the end of the day it turns out that despite the efforts of 
fourteen of the CFFCA’s best only two fish were caught. 
They were both taken by Linden Green on nymphs, just 
upstream from the ‘dog swim pool’. Members who check 
out the Facebook page will have seen a nice little GoPro 
video of him landing the second of them.  
 

But despite the lousy weather and the uncooperative fish it 
was a good social outing and it was nice to see such a good turnout. Hopefully we will have better 
weather for our monthly trips next season. 

                                                                                                                        Alan T. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I learned how to fly fish in the hit-and-miss, trial-and-error way that makes things stick, and I learned 

patience, persistence, acceptance and probably a few other good things too……….. 

                                                                …………. John Gierach, Another Lousy Day in Paradise ( 1996 ) 
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FLY CASTING SKILLS CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

Bronze Level 5 … Shooting Line 
 

 

I have been involved in a couple of learn to fly fish days recently. These were put on by our club 
with the assistance of volunteer members willing to share their skills. It is always good to work with 
real beginners and share their excitement, enthusiasm and frustration. We take so much for granted 
about our casting once we have been fly fishing for a while we forget how daunting the task of 
learning to cast can be. 
 

When teaching beginners to cast I see three stages in their development. Sometime these three stages 
can occur in a short period of time and for others it can take days, weeks or even months. The good 
news is that everyone who is enthusiastic and does some practice passes through these stages. Once 
they have passed stage three they are ready to go fishing. 
 

The first stage in a beginner’s quest to cast a fly rod is to be able to make loops. They don’t have to 
be super sharp dolphin nose loops but the line must make some form of a loop on the forward and 
back casts. I often start with making loops on the ground because it is easier to see what’s happening. 
Once the loops start forming on the ground then the process can be repeated with the rod in a vertical 
plane and the loops forming in the air. 
 

Once a loop can be 
formed the second stage 
is to be able to make a 
presentation cast with the 
line straight and the 
leader turning over. Non 
loops or very open loops 
will not produce a good 
presentation cast. I often 
use the term “a bowl of 
spaghetti” to describe 
how the line looks after a 
poor cast. By stage two 
beginners should not be 
“eating spaghetti” and 
they should be able to 
make a good presentation cast laying the line down straight and turning over the leader. This is a 
very visual indicator of progress and both beginner and instructor will know when stage two has 
been accomplished. 
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Stage three occurs when 
a beginner can shoot 
line. Shooting line 
enables line to be 
extended without 
carrying more line in the 
air. If you think of it in 
terms of a spinning rod, 
shooting line is what 
happens when you open 
the bail of the reel and 
let the line go. We will 
never be able to shoot 
line as much as with a 
spin reel but at least 
when you can shoot line 
you can begin to achieve 
some distance in your 
cast. And this brings us to the next task in the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program; shooting line.  
 

Shooting Line: This technique is fundamental to extending line when casting. Starting with the 

fly at 40 ft., the caster will strip 5-10 feet of fly line off the reel. A pick-up and lay-down cast 

will be performed with shooting line to 45 ft. or more on delivery with the fly landing within 4 

ft. of either side of the tape. No false casting; hauling is allowed. 
 

On the face of it this looks like a simple, straight forward task. And it is … once you are ready for stage three. 
At our last club casting day the focus was on the first six tasks in the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program. 

Everyone who attended would have passed those six tasks had I been examining. We didn’t have time to 
complete the remaining three tasks but I think this is where a few people might have had some difficulty. 
Shooting line requires combing everything that has been learnt in the first stages into co-ordinated sequence of 
events. Tight loops must be formed. The rod must be stopped abruptly to launch the line. The line must be 
release just as the rod is stopped to send it shooting through the guides. The line should lay straight and the 
leader extend. If you want to know how shooting line works here are a couple of videos that will explain 
things a whole lot better than I can put into words: 
Joan Wulff https://vimeo.com/70575424 
Pete Kutzer https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=43&v=2nhAMyjEf00 
 
This task, as set out in the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program, has certain expectations that must be met. 
The distance of 40 feet with shooting to 45 feet is quite achievable as by this time most people will already be 
doing a pick up and lay down cast at that distance. Personally, I would expect anyone who is trying to show 
that they have mastered this task should be shooting to at least 50 feet. And I would think they should be able 
to do this without hauling.  
 
In my theory of stages in the development of a fly caster, hauling comes in at Stage 4 or 5. Initially, hauling 
takes place with a single pull of the line on the forward or back cast. The next step is being able to haul on 
both the forward and back cast – the double haul. As I have said I am sure this task can be achieved without 
hauling so I am going to take the easy way out and not spend the next 5 pages talking about the double haul. If 
you can haul by all means use it to complete this task. If you can’t haul it won’t stop you from making the 
distance. 
The part of this task that requires the fly to land within 4 feet either side of the tape is very important. If you 
want to make the most efficient cast you want the fly line to follow the shortest path to the target. In this case 
the path is marked by the tape measure which will signify if you get the distance. But to be successful you not 
only have to make the distance, you have to do it with correct tracking. Tracking is a term used to describe the 
path the rod and line travel in the back and forward cast. When I think of tracking I imagine spy satellites in 
the sky looking down and following every move I make. Any deviation from a straight line would 
immediately be reported to the casting police! If you cannot land the fly within 4 feet either side of the tape 
measure you have a tracking problem that needs to be fixed. Fixing tracking problems is not difficult and this 
task in the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program will help you sort it out.  If you are looking for ways to fix 
a tracking problem I have written about it before and I dare say I will be writing about it in the future. In many 
ways poor tracking is the reason people can’t make a long cast. 
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Whoever set this task in the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program was generous in allowing us to haul but 
not so generous in stipulating no false casting. If you are only allowed one pick up and lay down you have to 
get everything right the first time. One of the reasons you see people making lots of false casts is that it takes a 
few efforts to get their loops tight and the rod loaded. If you have mastered the pickup and lay down cast in 
Task One then you should not have an issue. I don’t think I really mastered this cast until I could do it with a 
very strong wind over my shoulder. This meant that my back cast was against the wind and unless I could 
make a very tight climbing loop I could not load the rod enough to shoot line on the forward cast. You 
wouldn’t be asked to perform this task in adverse winds but it would mean bonus points from me if you could 
shoot line with a following wind. 
 
You’ll be glad to know there are only two more tasks to complete in the Bronze Level of the Fly Casting 

Skills Challenge Program.  I am very confident that if you have taken the time to read these articles you will 
have no problem completing the tasks. Casting is what make fly fishing unique and the better you are at 
casting the better fly fisher you will be. I believe following a program like this one and practicing what you 
have learnt will improve you casting out of sight.  

                                                                                                                                 Allan Ekert  

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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Fly of the Month                 Shipman’s Buzzer  
 

 
Hook     :-   Dry fly,  16-14-12. Kamasan B400 or similar 
 

Tail        :-  White Antron yarn 
 

Body      :-   Seals fur, original was olive 
 

Rib         :-  Pearl  Lurex or holographic tinsel   
 

Breather :-  White Antron yarn 

 
The Shipman’s is another popular UK fly that is making its presence felt in Europe and, no doubt, in 
other places around the world. It is simple to tie and effective in use, which is about all you can ask 
of a fly. Paul Arden, who runs the Sexyloops website, reckons that in the days when he used to fish 
UK stillwaters the Shipman’s caught more fish than any other fly. 
 

As stated, the Shipman’s is easy to tie. Lay your foundation thread from behind the eye to a point 
above the barb and attach a length of white Antron yarn. White wool, acrylic yarn, or Float-Vis will 
all serve just as well although wool will soak up water and you will have to use floatant on it.  Lay 
the yarn along the hook so that you have a few millimetres overhanging the eye and the bend. Bind it 
down to a point just behind the eye and then take the thread back to above the bend. Attach the Lurex 
or holo tinsel ( ordinary silver tinsel will do ) and tuck it out of the way in that spring most vices 
have. Now dub your thread with seals fur or your favourite substitute in the colour of your choice 
and form the body by winding it forward to the tie in point just behind the eye. The ribbing material 
is next and is counter-wound forward and secured at the front of the body material. Finish the fly by 
lifting the white breather material and putting a few turns of thread under it to lift it away from the 
eye. Whip finish, head cement on the knot and that’s it. The fly is designed to sit in, not on, the 
surface film so scruff up the seals fur with a piece of Velcro or tease out a few strands with a needle 
to help it do so. 
 

The original, as tied by Dave Shipman, was intended to represent a hatching buzzer struggling in the 
meniscus. He used the materials listed above but variations are common, the most common being 
black instead of olive for the body. But claret is also often used. There are versions around that have 
CDC tufts instead of the white Antron and even one that uses white foam (yuk). All of which just 
goes to show that the Shipman’s is a silhouette fly that is good to tie on when there’s a midge hatch 
going. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                              Alan T.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Club fly tying evenings  
 

A few of our members have indicated that would like to have a go at tying their own flies but are hesitant to 
come along to our fly tying evenings.  I would like to point out that although some clubs have fairly structured 
evenings with guest fly tyers and everyone tying the same fly, and others  have a theme for the night and 
provide all the materials and charge to cover costs of room hire etc. Our tying evenings are much more 
informal. We usually have seven or eight turn up and do their own thing, swapping hints, stocking up and 
generally having a good yarn.   But we do have learners attending as well. 
 

So if you are thinking of getting into it come along on the fourth Wednesday of the month. One of the 
experienced tyers will willingly sit down with you and show you the ropes. You will get opinions on what 
vice and tools you need and get to keep any flies you tie. It’s also worth remembering that the club library has 
quite a few books on fly tying……see Linden.  Just don’t run away with the idea that tying your own will 

save you money ! !                                                                                                                     Alan T.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Facebook Picture of the Month    

 
The Facebook banner picture for 
the month of May, as chosen by 
Alec, is another ripper from 
Stephen Hill of a beautifully 
coloured brown trout from the 
Liffey River that he caught on 
Anzac Day. 
 
Photo was posted the next day, 
the  26th of April.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
The Anglers Alliance of Tasmania does some good work liaising with the IFC and government 
departments, and the minutes of their three monthly meetings are often worth reading. 
 

https://anglersalliance.org.au/category/minutes/  
 

The following good news item comes from the March minutes 
 

Toilets 

 
Chris Wisniewski the IFS Project Manager has ten 
toilets well under construction and they are scheduled 
for completion late in April 2019.  
 

Toilet locations are Tungatinah, Penstock(2), Bronte, 
Bradys, Little Pine, Augusta, Woods, Sorell and Four 
Springs.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

The IFS news page  on their website is another good source of information for the angler. We all 
know that they have been working on ridding the state of carp since they were first discovered in 
Lake Crescent in 1995. They are doing a good job and it looks like Tasmania will soon become the 
first place in the world to eliminate a carp population. 
 

The following facts are taken from an article on the IFS page,  https://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/     
reporting on the annual workshop of the Carp Management Program. 
 

*****  
No carp were found in Lake Crescent or downstream in the River Clyde.  
 

Carp are contained to Lake Sorell.     No spawning or small carp were found in Lake Sorell. 
 

The fishing effort was more than last year but we caught less than a half of the number of carp. This 

shows that the carp population is being fished out. 
 

Studies of the “jelly gonad” disease which causes sterility is now affecting 50% of male carp caught. 
 

41 491 carp have been removed from Lake Sorell since 1995. We now estimate that less than 20 

carp remain in Lake Sorell.  
 

This is an excellent video of the Carp Management Team at work …… 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftgTDSFipAw&feature=youtu.be   
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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One more helpful item from IFS news. 
 
This weekend don't forget to vote in the federal election if you haven't already done so. On the way to 
Liawenee Trout Weekend you can cast your vote between 8am - 6pm at  the following locations 
 

Deloraine High School Hall, East Barrack Street        Bothwell Council Chambers, 19 Alexander Street 
 

Longford War Memorial Hall, 53 Wellington Street     Miena Community Centre, 55-57 Cider Gum Drive 
 

Remember that yingina/Great Lake (except Canal Bay) is open for fishing all year so you can cast a line on 
the way past. Fishing will be available for junior anglers at Trout Weekend between 10am - 3pm both on 
Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 May.  
 

And the road is now sealed all the way. 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Calendar  
 
May   18th-19th  :-  Liawenee Trout Weekend. The weather is looking to be quite pleasant for the time 
                              of year up there. Some of our members will on the fly tying stand on Sunday  
                              afternoon.  
 

                 22nd  :-  Fly tying, 7.30 at the Newstead Tennis and Squash Centre. 
 

                 26th   :-  Casting. Looks like we might be doing some skish roll casting  
 

June            9th  :-   Casting 
 

                 12th  :-   Meeting  
 

Looking ahead :-  The annual dinner will be held at Steve’s Grill on Friday 26th July. Cost will be  
                              $35.00 per head. At the last meeting it was agreed that the club will subsidise that 
                              cost to the tune of $10.00 per head, not $5.00 as stated in the April newsletter.  I  
                              will be taking names at and after the June meeting.  
 

                             The first leg of our annual casting competition with the Devonport club will be on 
                             the 7th of July at their Winspears dam. The return leg is at Grindelwald on 18th of  
                             August.  
 

*****  
 

Alterations to calendar items will be notified by email, on the club website  http://corralinn.weebly.com/  or  
on the Facebook page. 

*****  
 

Next newsletter due second half of June. Any contributions by the middle of the month, please. Editor reserves 

the right to edit without altering meaning or intent of items submitted. This newsletter compiled in Word 

format and converted to pdf for emailing which degrades pictures therein. Contact the editor if you would like 

a high definition copy. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


