
Fishing report            Huntsman Lake 
 

Being the closed season there is no monthly club outing to report on so I thought I’d give a bit of a rundown 

on my trips to Huntsman Lake. As readers of the club Facebook page will be aware I have been making 

regular trips there since May. I pick my days and only go when the weather is suitable, i.e. when the wind is 

gentle and from the west or northwest, and usually start fishing about lunchtime.  I have been six times since 

the regular season finished and have blanked twice with the best afternoon being a catch of three fish. Most 

fishing has been done straight down from the barbecue area and a hundred yards or so either way. 

 

At the start of May the water was a long way down and there 

was an island showing in the northwest corner that I had never 

seen before, but there were still little underwater bays ( if there 

is such a thing ) where it was deeper. Best fishing method I 

found was a pair of nymphs on a 12 or 13ft leader. A variety of 

nymphs worked but the most consistent was the red bead black. 

Now, in the second half of June, the water has come up very 

well and is covering  the drowned grass and weed. On a cloudy 

day, or when the sun gets low, fish are beginning to fossick the 

shallows. Last year when the water was rising fast two or three 

of us had some great fun chasing tailing and rising fish late in 

the day or when it was overcast . Best flies then were small dries such as Griffiths Gnats, mini spinners in 

light colours and caddis patterns. A shallow fished stick caddis or small nymph also proved effective. But 

you have to practice a bit of stealth…….you can’t just walk up to the edge and start casting otherwise you 

are likely to see departing bow waves. There are no hard and fast rules in flyfishing but fine and far off 

casting parallel along the shore seems to be a good tactic when the fish are right in the margins there. 

 

The fish in Huntsman Lake are not big, 12 or 13 inches is average, but they are good fun and are good for 

sharpening your technique and fly selection. If you need to shake the closed season cabin fever it might be 

worth a trip. Wrap up warm if you intend to stay late though as it gets very cold very quickly when the sun 

drops behind the hill, which is often the best time to fish. And if you don’t catch anything be consoled by 

what another fisherman I met there said. “ Its’s a beautiful place to come to and not catch anything”.  

  

                                                                                                                      Alan Taylor.  

 

PS.  One afternoon while I was fishing there a man came along prospecting with a metal detector. I   

       mentioned this to a friend of the family and she said he was probably after goldfish.  Ouch ! 
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