
Fly of the Month 
 

The Fly of the Month feature in the newsletter has been going right from the start back in July 
2007, which means there have been fifty-six flies featured, but a check of the archive reveals that 
the fly which is probably the most used in Tasmania is not included. That fly is of course  ( roll of 

drums ) 
 

The Red Tag   

 

  Hook   :- Dry fly 18-8, most commonly 16-10 
 

 Thread  :- 6/0 black or brown 
 

 Tag       :- Red wool 
 

 Body    :- Peacock herl 

 

Hackle   :- Brown/ginger cock hackle  

 

The red tag started life in Worcestershire in the 1850s as a dry or wet fly for grayling and in those 

days it was known as the Worcestershire Gem. Dry fly fishing was only just beginning to be 

practised at that time so the red tag was probably first used as a wet before its potential as a dry fly 

was realised. It seems to have arrived in Australia in the early 1900s and soon caught on, 

particularly in Tasmania.  The following excerpt from the Goulburn Valley Fly Fishing Centre 

website sums it up nicely : 
 

The Red Tag is an Australian Icon. It is a fly that everybody who has fished for trout has some time 

or another used and more than likely with some degree of success. It is revered on the lakes up top 

in Tasmania as being probably the single best pattern available. Used in just about every situation 

it has caught fish consistently; those feeding heavily on duns, at first light in midge hatches, 

rainbows in wind lanes sipping terrestrials, in shallow lakeside margins when fishing to tailers, 

moochers and foragers, in 150 feet of water and 3 feet waves and while wade polarising small 

lagoons in the Western lakes. There is very little more need be said about its effectiveness and 

status down south.   
 

The red tag is easy to tie, so a good one for beginners. Start by laying your foundation thread from 

hook eye to bend and then tie in a bunch of red wool.  Wool soaks up water so some tyers substitute 

red dyed feather fibres, bright red Float-Vis or similar. On larger sizes, say 10 or 8, I often use a 

pair of red goose biots splayed out vee shaped. Next, depending on hook size, attach two, three or 

four peacock herls and wind them around the tying thread to form a rope. Form the body of the fly 

by winding the rope forward for about two thirds the length of the shank, tie it off and snip off the 

butts.  

Select a hackle feather with fibres about equal to the hook gape and tie it in with the curved side 

facing forward. Wind it towards the eye in nice close turns and tie it off. Build up a small head, 

apply head cement and the fly is ready to fish. 

 

The red tag is also an effective wet fly. In which 

case a heavier hook is used, hen hackle is 

substituted for the cock hackle and is tied in so that  

it slopes back over the herl body. 

 

 

There aren’t many variations to the red tag;  black hackle is sometimes used, as is an orange tag. 

And the peacock herl body sometimes has a palmered hackle over it. Are they still red tags ? Not 

really, strictly speaking they are red tag variants. 

                                                                                                                               Alan T. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 


