
Fly of the Month                      The Yeti  

 

Max Christensen was a well known and innovative Tasmanian fly tyer and the Yeti is one of his 

flies from the 1950s. It looks very much like the modern Zonker style of flies but pre-dates them by 

decades. The main difference between the Yeti and Zonker patterns is that Max cut the fur strip to 

stop at the bend of the hook whereas Zonkers generally have the skin part of the strip overhanging a 

fair way making for a comparatively longer fly. Also, Zonkers don’t have the Max Christensen 

signature diamond-shaped red tinsel eyes which feature on a few of his other patterns, such as the 

Bloody Mary. 

 

Original Yetis were were tied with Musquash (Muskrat) fur strips but, as with most flies, 

substitutes are commonly used, possum being quite popular.  

 
Original dressing 

 

Hook  :-  Mustad R50 size 8 or 6 

Tag     :-  Red marabou floss 

Body   :-  Black floss or silk 

Rib      :-  Gold wire, 4 turns 

Wing   :-  Strip of Musquash fur 

Hackle :-  Beard style brown hackle fibres 

Head    :-  Built up tying thread 

Eyes     :- Varnished-on diamond shaped red tinsel  
                Max Christensen original   

 

 

 

 

Noel Jetson used to tie and sell the Yeti from  

that Aladdin’s cave of a shop he had in Cressy. 

 

He preferred to tie a tag, or tail, of clipped  

orange hackle fibres. 
                                                 

 

 

 

Tying the Yeti is nice and straightforward, instructions as for the Zonker in the October 2104 

newsletter will do the job.  A quick google search will show quite a few variants, some of which 

stray too far from the original to still merit the name “Yeti”.  ( Although I don’t think Max would 

have minded if stick-on eyes were used instead of the red tinsel. They probably weren’t around in 

the 1950s otherwise they may well have been on the originals. ) 

 

                                                                                                                                A.T. 

 
Note : Mick Hall kindly gave permission to use the pictures and some of the information in the above item.  

           They are taken from his  http://www.kossiedun.com.au website, a good place to go to learn about 

flies,  

          insects, and just about anything else to do with flyfishing and flytying. 
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