
 
 

I Bought A Spey Rod                  August 2014         

 

I bought a Spey rod!  Actually, it is not a Spey rod but a two handed fly rod for overhead casting in 

the surf. The advertisement says it all: “the ultimate tool for overhead and skagit casting, delivering 

extreme distance with minimal effort. Whether you are launching flies into the surf, or you're knee 

deep in your favorite steelhead run, these rods let you cover more water - putting your fly in front 

of fish that you couldn't reach with your single hand rods” It sounds more like a rocket launcher 

but let's just call it a Spey rod.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why would anyone buy a Spey rod I hear you ask? Well if you live in Tasmania and you only fish 

for trout you wouldn't buy one of these rods. However, I no longer live in Tasmania and I don't get 

to fish for trout all that often so the thought of being able to fly fish in the surf has some appeal. 

Since moving I have learnt that you fly fish in the salt because you want to, not because you have 

to. I can think of many situations in trout fishing where the fly rod is the best way and sometimes 

the only way to catch a trout. In saltwater the fly rod is the furthest from your mind if you want to 

catch a fish. And if you are thinking of doing it in the surf your mental state might be questioned. 

 

I bought this rod as a challenge. I wanted to know if it was possible to fly cast in the surf and what 

gear I would need to do it. I wanted to know how to fly cast in the surf and what I might catch. I 

wanted to learn to use a Spey rod.  So the journey began. 

 

Choosing a rod was not as difficult as I first thought. There are plenty of Spey rods out there but my 

research suggested an ordinary Spey rod would not cut the mustard in the surf. To cast heavy lines 

and heavy flies overhead you need a rod with a strong butt and fast action. Most traditional Spey 

rods have a soft, progressive action and are designed for casting where the line is anchored to the 

water in a type of roll cast. In the surf the line has to be kept up out of the waves so you can only 

make an overhead cast. Fortunately, you usually have plenty of room for a backcast. Rods that met 

these criteria were few and far between and saved me the dilemma of having lots of rods to 

procrastinate over. 

 

Deciding on the length of the rod was a little more difficult. In one camp you have those who 

believe short 10ft rods with very fast action and lots of power are the way to go. At the other 



extreme you have those who think bigger is better. After weighing up all the arguments I settled on 

a long rod of almost 14 feet to enable me to keep the line above the waves and gain the maximum 

distance with the minimum effort. The compromise is that the rod is heavy and more difficult to 

control. 

 

I bought a Spey Rod. I'm going to need a bigger reel! In order to accommodate the heavy fly lines 

used on Spey rods you need a large reel. Backing is usually not an issue and where I am fishing 

there are not too many fish that can pull line off the reel. Large reels are needed to hold the very 

thick fly line that is associated with shooting heads. The extra weight of a large reel is also 

important in balancing the rod. In the case of my rod you need a lot of weight to balance it. 

Fortunately, using two hands makes the weight bearable. 

 

Finding the right line for the rod is still a work in progress. A quick look through my box of fly 

lines confirmed I had nothing that would even come close to lining this rod. In the Spey world rods 

are labelled with an AFTMA number and a grain weight. The later is more important when 

choosing a line. My Spey rod is a 9 weight but has a grain weight window of between 700 and 750 

grains. To put that in perspective your average 6 weight trout rod works best with 160 grains and a 

single hand 9 weight rod is designed for 240 grains. After extensive research I settled on a 14wt 

Wulff Ambush fly line which weighs 600 grains. If this line doesn't work there are many more 

options including Scandi, and Skagit shooting heads and new designs such as Rio's Switch 

Chucker. (I quite like the idea of a Switch Chucker as it matches my casting style.) One thing I 

have learnt about trying to find a fly line for a Spey rod is that it is going to cost much more than 

the rod in the long run. 

 

The rod is now set up and has had its first cast in the surf. I'll post a video on our Facebook page if 

you promise not to laugh …. too loudly! (another reason you should join our Facebook Group …. 

don't hold back!)  At this stage I am not even thinking about what flies to use or what fish I might 

catch. My first hookup will probably be a surfer or sunbather. Finding the right rod, reel and line 

has been my first goal.  When I have learnt the basic casting skills I can move on to the real 

business of catching my first fish on fly in the surf. I'll keep you posted. 

 

 

 

I bought a Spey rod. Me too! Not likely! A Spey 

rod is not for everyone. You may wonder why the 

Editor has bothered to publish this when most of 

our club members will never cast a fly in the surf. 

Well apart from the fact that these articles fill up 

space in the newsletter there might be something 

in here that will spark an interest. I can envisage 

places in Tasmania where beach fishing for 

salmon with a fly rod could be fun. Beside, no one 

drives a  

Jeep but we can all enjoy the ads! 

 

 

 

                                            Allan Ekert 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you think I look ridiculous in shorts take a look 

at yourself in waders. 


