
 

 
 

 

Another Casting Program 
 
Last month I wrote about casting programs and how they can help us become better fly fishers. At the risk of 

boring you even more I want to tell you of another program that has just been released.  This one has been 

produced by Fly Fishers International and is called the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program. It has many 

things in common with Paul Arden’s Sexyloops Challenge but what sets this apart is the fact that it comes 

from an internationally recognized organization that has been involved in fly fishing and accrediting casting 

instructors for many years. 

 

To give you some background on the pedigree of this program you need to know a little about Fly Fishers 

International. FFI has been around since 1964. It is a non-profit organization headquartered in Livingston, 

Montana USA and was first called the Federation of Fly Fishers. In recent years it has spread its wings to 

encompass many other countries and is now called Fly Fishers International.  Its mission is to ensure the 

legacy of fly fishing for all fish in all waters by focusing on conservation, education and a sense of 

community. 

 

One of the major achievements of the FFI has been to develop a Casting Instructor Certification Program. 

This was established in 1992 by some of the most respected names in the world of fly fishing including Mel 

Krieger, who founded the CICP, Gary Borger, Lefty Kreh, Joan Wulff, Jim Green, Al Kyte, Bruce Richards, 

Steve Rajeff, and Al Buhr.  International expansion has brought further well-known names into the program 

including Australian Peter Hayes who is on the Casting Board of Governors. 

 

The Casting Instructor Certification Program (CICP) was developed to enhance the overall level of 

instruction in fly casting by increasing instructor knowledge, casting proficiency, and teaching ability. Most 

fly clubs in Australia have at least one certified casting instructor in their ranks. To become a certified 

casting instructor you have to have a thorough knowledge of the mechanics of casting and be able to teach 

people at all levels. It is also essential to be able to cast well. Many people who can cast well want 

recognition for their casting but don’t want to learn about the theory of how a cast works or worry about how 

you would teach someone. They also don’t want to go through the rigorous and costly process that leads to 

certification. For these people a casting program likes the Fly Casting Skills Challenge can provide 

recognition for their achievements and a pathway to becoming a casting instructor down the track.  

 

So let’s look in a bit more details at the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program and how it compares 
to the other programs I wrote about last month. The Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program is 
designed for the experienced beginner caster, as well as intermediate and advanced fly fishers. It 
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is meant to be a fun, voluntary way to study, practice and challenge oneself in a progressive 
fashion at one’s own pace. It allows participants to measure progress with an option of receiving 
documentation and recognition for doing so. Each casting challenge at the Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold game levels is directly applicable to increasingly difficult fishing scenarios and includes these 
general areas: 
 

• Pick-up and Lay-down cast 
• False casting 

• Roll casting 

• Reach mends, slack line, and curve casts 

• Accuracy, from Dominant and Non-Dominant shoulders 

• Distance and shooting line 

• Hauling 

• Casting while seated or kneeling 

• Presenting the backcast 
 
The Challenge Program is supported by online educational resources, including soon to be 
included videos of all the casts. These resources can be used by individuals, groups, and Clubs. 
You can undertake the program on your own but as I said last month working with a partner or 
group will be much more effective and rewarding. The guidance of a FFI certified fly casting 
instructor is useful but not essential as any experienced caster can provide the support needed. 
Assessments can be made by anyone but if you are seeking accreditation through FFI someone at 
Gold Casting Skills Level or a CCI will be 
needed.  
 

Having used the Orvis and Sexyloops 

programs I am prepared to say I think this is 

the best of the three. For absolute beginners I 

still think I would start with the Orvis 

Program as it is essential to learn about short 

casts and a short casting arc. For more 

advanced casters the Sexyloops Challenge 

offers a more thorough test of real fishing 

situations. But if I had to pick just one 

program the Fly Casting Skills Challenge 

Program would be my first choice. 
 
Most people who have caught fish on fly 
should be able to master this program 
with a little practice. The expectations 
are not beyond the reach of a beginning 
caster. For example, the distance cast 
for Bronze level is only 50 feet and the 
accuracy and roll casts are to 40 feet. With only seven levels it is possible to complete the program 
in a reasonable period of time. The strength of this program is that it will teach real fishing skills 
and develop the consistency needed to catch fish. 
There is one major drawback with the Fly Casting Skills Challenge Program and that is you have to 

join Fly Fishers International to receive official recognition and purchase certificates and pins. This 
is a costly process as annual membership is USD$35 and certificates and pins range from 
USD$25-$35. Fortunately, you don’t need to join to use the program. You can download all the 
information, documents and resources you will need from here: 
 

https://flyfishersinternational.org/Education/Learning-Center/Casting/Casting-Skills-Challenge 
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I’m keen to try this program. It offers a structured approach to developing casting skills and provides the 

resources needed to achieve success. If you are looking for a way to improve your casting and maybe receive 

recognition for your casting ability I think this is the program for you. 
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