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It's taken a while but I have finally got round to arranging the bookshelves in the study following 

our move to the mainland. For over twelve months all my books have been sitting on the shelves in 

no particular order making it difficult to find a book when I need it. I finally bit the bullet and set 

about arranging the books in categories and alphabetical order. I soon realized why I had 

procrastinated for so long when the job took so long. I also realized I had a lot of books on casting.  

If you only count books specifically about casting the current total is twenty seven. That may not 

seem like many but in the world of fly casting it represents a sizable proportion of the books that 

are readily available – and a sizable investment. 

 

All of the books have been added to my library during and after my casting certification. Before 

that I was a self taught caster with not a book in sight. I had used a few videos to see how it was 

done but the thought of reading a book on casting never entered my mind.  Now I use the books 

often. 

 

I am not going to suggest everyone needs to invest in a library of casting books but I thought this 

month I would list a few books you might find useful. These are the books I turn to when a question 

on casting arises. I have only listed books I have read and would recommend. There are many 

books on casting out there all of which have their place. This list is provided as a starting point for 

anyone looking for a book on casting. 

 

 

Teaching a beginner to cast. 

This is the most contentious category as there are many books to 

choose from. Anything by authors such as Mel Krieger, Joan Wulff, 

Left Kreh, Bill Gammell and Al Kite would be hard to go past. 

However, my go to book is the L.L. Bean Fly-Casting Handbook by 

Macauley Lord.
1
 In only 146 pages Lord covers all aspects of 

learning to cast. There are chapters on The Eleven Habits of Highly 

Effective Casters, The Basic Four-Part Cast, The Essential Roll 

Cast, Getting More Distance, Casting into the Wind, Double 

Hauling, and more. The language is simple and the explanations are 

concise and well illustrated with clear photographs. I particularly 

like the wit and humour which Lord uses to make his point. 

Whether you are a novice or experienced fly fisher you will find 

something in here to help you improve. If I could only have one 

book to teach casting I think this would be it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fixing casting faults 
Most books devote a chapter or two to casting faults but if 

you are looking for a comprehensive book to help sort out a 

casting problem this is possibly the best. Troubleshooting The 

Cast by Ed Jaworowski 
2
 lists a staggering 32 common 

casting problems and shows how to fix them. More 

importantly, Jaworowski explains the cause of the problem as 

well as the remedy. Simple line drawings and clear 

explanations make this book easy to use. It’s not a book to 

read but one to study when the need arises. If you can’t have 

your own personal casting coach to help you this is the next 

best thing.  You can’t go wrong with a book written by an 

author who is described by Lefy Kreh as “the best fly casting 

teacher I have ever known.” 

 

 

 

 

Improving you casting 

Last month I wrote about improving your casting and made 

the point that practice is one of the essentials.  This book 

offers some ideas and exercises to get you started.  Master 

Your Fly Casting by Jim Chapralis 
3
 sets out a program 

designed to improve your fly casting skills through a unique level 

by level set of exercises. It doesn’t attempt to teach casting but 

rather encourages you to practice and improve the skills you have. 

Some of the material in the book relating to competition casting 

and the lives of tournament casters may not interest everyone but 

this does not detract from the overall value of the book. Orvis 

obviously thought the material was worthwhile as they adopted the 

idea and named it the “Orvis Master Your Fly Casting -From 

Novice To Master” program. Try the activities on your own or 

better still form a group and have some fun together. 
 

 

 

 

Mechanics of casting 

Flycasting Skills for beginner and expert by John 

Symonds & Philip Maher 
5
 could be included in any 

of the categories here.  This recent publication will 

teach you the mechanics of all the casts you will ever 

need including spey casts. The illustrations are clear 

and precise and the explanations simple and succinct. 

The authors have done a great job of writing for 



beginners yet including all the technical detail needed for those who want to fully understand how a 

cast works.  The book is less than 100 pages but contains a wealth of information on fly rod and fly 

line characteristics, casting terms, casting mechanics and line management. This book is highly 

recommended for anyone wanting to improve their skills and knowledge 

 

Preparing for casting certification 

This one is for the serious casters. You may be thinking of 

qualifying for a casting certificate or just taking your casting 

skills and knowledge to another level. Fly Casting: A 

Systematic Approach by Sheila M. Hassan 
4
 was written for this 

purpose. Part one provides complete lesson plans for the 

beginner, intermediate and distance caster. Part two is full of 

detailed information on how and what to practice to improve 

your fly casting. This book is not an easy read and is better used 

as a reference. It does provide lots of checklists and lesson 

plans with enough material to keep you going for a lifetime. 

The black and white photographs could be improved but all the 

information you will need is there. Sheila Hassan is chief 

instructor at the Joan Wulff School of Fly Fishing and is a 

Certified Master casting instructor with the IFFF. 

 

 

Spey Casting 

Spey casting is a specialized area associated with double-handed rods 

and international destinations. There are many good books available to 

teach this aspect of casting. The book I have chosen for this category 

covers spey casting from a different perspective. In this book Single-

Handed Spey Casting by Simon Gawesworth 
6
 spey casting is 

presented as a solution to real-life casting challenges using single 

handed rods. All the spey casts are there explained in detail with photos 

and drawings. The interesting thing is that they explained and 

demonstrated with a single handed rod that you and I can use in any 

fishing situation. This is not a book for novices and at 240 pages it 

needs to be studied, not read.  If you are interested in learning to spey 

cast but don’t have a double-handed rod yet this book will get you 

started.  

 

 

Teaching kids 

I only have two books on teaching kids to cast and I am 

reluctant to recommend either. Not that there is anything 

wrong with the books but rather they are not aimed at the kids 

themselves but the adults who teach them. If you are looking 

for help to get kids (or novices) into fly fishing then you could 

start with First Cast Teaching Kids to Fly-Fish by Phil Genova 
7
. Everything you need to know is here in over 300 pages of 

structured curriculum. It covers tackle, casting, knots, wading, 

how to instill respect for trout and their habitat, and much 

more. Two chapters are devoted to fly tying as Genova 

believes this is a great way to get kids started.  Along with his 



acclaimed Fly Fisher Apprentice Program
8 

this book constitutes one of the best fly fishing 

education programs available. 

If you are after something written by a child for children you could consider A Kid's Guide to 

Flyfishing: It's More than Catching Fish by Tyler Befus 
9
. It’s difficult to obtain now and at around 

US$200 rather expensive but you may be lucky and find a secondhand copy – if you do let me 

know because I am still looking for a copy. 

 

 

 

I hope this has been helpful if you are looking for a book to help you with your casting or to 

recommend to a friend. If you had these books in your collection you could cover just about every 

aspect of casting you could need to know and find an answer to any question that might arise. They 

would make a solid basis for a club casting library.   
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