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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 

aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse 

cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa 

qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. 

 

I have often wondered if I filled my column with “lorem ipsum” whether anyone would notice. I’m 

sure the editor would but I think many others might not. For those of you who do read the articles 

“lorem ipsum” is simply dummy text used by the printing and typesetting industry. Originally from 

old latin it has been around for over five centuries and survives today in the digital world of 

electronic typesetting and desktop publishing. By inserting “lorem ipsum” it reduces the need to 

come up with meaningful text to fill up a document as it is being designed 

 

You might wonder how this is going to lead to an article about casting with cane but bear with me. 

There is a link between “lorem ipsum’ and cane fly rods. Both have been around for many years. 

Both are remnants of days gone by. Both are old technology but still used today.  And both provide 

the perfect opportunity to fill up another Casting Around column. 

 

As a relative newcomer to fly fishing I was never exposed to bamboo fly rods. Growing up I had 

used bamboo for beach fishing and float rods but I never found them to my liking. As soon as 

fiberglass and graphite came along I moved on. My fly fishing journey, however, has always been 

with graphite. Until recently, I couldn’t see the need to go back to bamboo. Then I had a phone call 

from a friend who has long been into bamboo suggesting I might like to look at a cane rod for sale 

on the Flylife Forum.  

 

Now I don’t need any more fly rods but the chance to find out what bamboo is all about was too 

much to resist and on my friend’s recommendation I added another rod to my collection. It would, 

he assured me, be the perfect rod for the small streams around this area and at the price being 

offered would also make a great investment. So now I am the proud owner of an Orvis Battenkill 

6’6” 6wt impregnated cane fly rod. 

 

I took my new cane rod with me on my recent trip to the North Island of New Zealand. It was a risk 

in terms of getting it in and out of a travel bag and in terms of finding a river suitable to use it on. 

You can only imagine the comments that would flow if it was seen on the Tongariro. It was only 

when we reached the spring creeks of the Waikato that I was game enough to get it out and find out 

how it worked. 

 

At 6’6” the little Orvis was at home on these small streams. With a 5wt line, long leader and small 

dry fly it was a pleasure to cast. I caught my first fish on the Waiomou River (a fitting name for a 

New Zealand River in the age of the dairy farm).  It was satisfying to christen the new rod and even 

more so do it in New Zealand. 

 



Since returning home I have had another chance to put the cane rod through its paces. A trip to 

Ebor saw us fishing one of the premier rivers in the area. Recent rain had improved conditions but 

fish were still hard to find after months of drought and recent heavy fishing pressure. I did manage 

to land my first local fish on the cane rod – a 5lb brown to go with the smaller rainbow from New 

Zealand. 

 

 
 

Now two fish do not an expert make, but I’m not going to let that stop me from writing about 

casting with cane. I’ve never professed to be an expert in anything I have written about so far and 

this month’s column is going to be no different. As the banner reads my articles are nothing more 

than the random ravings of a certified casting instructor.  In light of this and the fact that many of 

you know more about cane than I do, read on at your own risk. 

 

Casting a cane rod is no different from casting any fly rod. Providing you stick to the fundamentals 

you can’t go wrong. Always accelerate smoothly and only use as much power as you need to load 

the rod. Vary your casting stroke to match the length of line you are casting and the amount of bend 

in the rod. Pause at the end of each stroke until the line unfurls. Relax and go with the flow. If you 

are used to a fast graphite rod you will need to slow down and make adjustments but it won’t take 

long before you will appreciate the feel and swing of a bamboo rod. 

 

I really enjoy fishing my bamboo rod and wonder why I have left it so long to get started. For small 

stream fishing it is as close as you can get to perfection. That’s a big statement to make but one I 

think I can justify. The ability of the rod to load with little or no flyline out of the tip and make 

accurate casts at short range puts it ahead of any graphite rod I own. The extra weight of bamboo 

helps load the rod quickly reducing the need for false casts. The dampening effect of bamboo 

reduces rebound and aids in accuracy and delicacy. Even the colour of bamboo helps eliminate rod 

flash and combined with the shorter length contributes to a stealthy approach. I now know what I 

have been missing out on all these years and can understand why bamboo rods are still so popular 

today. 

 

If you are still reading this and you are reallly interested in casting with cane I suggest you read the 

artice in Flyfisher Magazine by Nick Taransky. Nick is one of Australia’s foremost bamboo rod 

makers and a fellow casting instructor. You will find everything you need to know about casting 

bamboo rods from someone with a wealth of  knowledge and experience and someone who really 

knows what he is talking about. You can fnd his article here: 

http://www.taranskybamboo.com.au/images/TaranskyFF9.pdf  
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