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Casting Ain’t Everything! 
 

Sometimes I get a bit carried away with the importance of being able to cast well. You may have 

already gathered this. Over the years I have blown many chances to catch a fish by bad casting and 

now I am striving to improve my casting and put the odds more in my favour. However, there is 

more to catching fish than being able to cast accurately. Recently on a trip to Waratah I had the 

opportunity to be reminded that Casting Ain’t Everything. 

 

If you know Waratah you will know it is a pretty little north west village with a beautiful lake right 

in the middle of town. The lake is full of small brown trout and on this trip I discovered there are 

some larger ones too. We camped at the caravan park within walking distance of the lake. In the 

afternoon I was able to wander around the edge of the lake casting to rising trout. After catching a 

few of these small fish I decided to stop casting and sit and watch for a while. As I watched a large 

trout of about 2lb swam slowly along the lake edge sipping down small insects. I waited until the 

trout was out of sight and without casting, dropped the small fly in the path that I was sure he would 

return along. Sure enough after a couple of minutes he returned and inspected my fly…. and went on 

his way.  

 
 

Time to change fly. This time a small cochybondu. No need to cast as all I had to do was drop the 

fly on the water and wait. Along he came nonchalantly sipping down insects and heading straight for 

my fly. A quick look at the cochybondu and off he went again. Must be my flies so I searched the 

fly box for something smaller. A klinkhammer size 18 was tied on (with great difficulty!) and again 

dropped on the water in anticipation of the trout’s return. Return he did and once again he ignored 

the fly. I think I changed flies about six or seven more times before I gave up on that fish. I am sure 

he couldn’t see me. I was using the thinnest tippet I had in my vest and I showed him enough 

different flies to satisfy the most discerning of trout. Casting wasn’t an issue yet I failed to catch that 

difficult fish. It just goes to show Casting Ain’t Everything! 



 

All this leads me to the Orvis Casting Program which I have been trying to introduce to the Club. It 

appears that there isn’t sufficient interest to continue with the program in any formal way. I guess 

trying to get people to practice casting in the middle of the best part of the fishing season is like 

trying to get that trout to eat fur and feather when there is so much more real food to enjoy. I am not 

abandoning the idea and I will continue working my way through the levels on my own and will 

again offer the opportunity to other club members during the off season next year. The Orvis 

program is about individual improvement and doesn’t need to involve others. However, the thought 

that others are involved and the incentive of certificates of achievement could help all of us to 

improve our casting. Casting might not be the answer in every case but over time you will catch 

more fish through better casting and presentation …. except at Waratah! 

 

 

 

By the time you read this newsletter you should already be aware of the results of the club casting 

competition. Congratulations to Bruce Tole for winning this year’s event closely followed by Ron 

Whittington and John Hepburn. Bruce finished the year with a perfect 50 in the dry fly event which 

he modestly attributes to his new rod. The competition is based on the best 12 scores over the whole 

year so our three champions have proven that they are consistently good casters. Competition is not 

everyone’s cup of tea but it does bring out the best in most people and you need only look at the 

improvement in scores throughout the year to see the results. Despite wind, rain and competition 

pressure everyone finished the year a better caster. The Club is indebted to Donald Wall, Lana Wall, 

Peter Radford and Jim Fulton for the work that has gone into running the competition. Without their 

efforts there would be no casting. Sunday casting days are important to our Club as they provide a 

great opportunity to hone skills as well as socialize and catch up with fellow members. That so 

many of our members are able to participate each fortnight is just another reason this is such a great 

little Club. As the Corralinn Fly Fishing and Casting Association we can be proud of our 

achievements and the direction the Club is heading and look forward to continued success next year. 

 
 


