
Fly of the Month                                      The Soldier Beetle 

 

 
      Hook  :-   Dry fly 14-12-10 
 

      Thread :-  Black 6/0  
 

       Body  :-  Yellow or orange wool, fine chenille or dubbing  
 

      Wingcase :-  Slip of crow or mallard wing feather 
 

      Hackle :-    Black cock 
      
      Antennae:- Two strands of the wingcase separated and  

                         pulled forward.  

 

Bruce Irwin took the picture on the right a couple of months 

ago at Brumbys Creek. It’s of the most common variety of 

soldier beetle in south-eastern Australia and is sometimes 

called the plague soldier beetle as it occasionally builds up in 

large numbers, sometimes even to the extent of smothering a 

plant. But knowledgeable gardeners love them because the 

grubs, which are laid in the soil, eat other small creatures and 

insect larvae. The adults are only interested in sucking nectar 

and mating, they don’t bite or sting.They are not often seen on 

the water but when they are the bright colours really attract any trout around. 

 

A slightly long dry fly hook such as the Kamasan B401 is good for tying the soldier beetle.  Lay 

your foundation thread from eye to bend and tie in a slip of crow or mallard wing feather about 1¾ 

times shank length. If you can get one a slip from one of those green mallard wing feathers looks 

really good. Next attach your wool or fine chenille and wind it forward to about 3mm behind the 

eye and secure it. The soldier beetle is a slim creature so don’t make the body too thick. At this 

point tie in a black cock hackle feather with fibres a bit longer than the hook gape, make three or 

four turns and tie off. Pull the wing case slip forward over the body and through the hackle and tie 

it down.That should push the hackle down to give the impression of legs. Any  fibres still sticking 

upwards can be trimmed off.  Before you trim the piece of wingcase overhanging the eye use your 

needle to separate a couple of the strands to form the antennae. Now trim the overhang, take your 

thread underneath the antennae and build up a head with the black tying thread in such a way that it 

lifts the antennae away from the hook eye. A touch of varnish and it’s done. 
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