
Fly of the Month                         Griffith’s Gnat Variant.  

 
Hook     :- Dry fly 14 – 20.  Something like the Kamasan B401 is good  
                 because the slightly longer shank gives room for two hackles and 

                 a visible body in between. 
 

Thread    :- Unithread 8 black 
 

Body     :-  Single strand of peacock herl 
 

Hackles :-  Grizzly cock  

 

The Griffith’s Gnat was the Fly of the Month back in August 2012 but I’m including this variant of mine 

because it recently got me a fish when all else failed.  ( We tend to say, “when all else failed”  when in actual 

fact we have tried maybe two or three other flies. ) I found a fish making barely peceptible rises in a smooth 

glide between two weed beds on the Macquarie River. Other small flies were ignored but my size 18 variant 

of the Griffith’s Gnat, which I call the Fore and Aft Griffith’s Gnat, was taken first drift. The same fly has 

also worked on those calm evenings at Huntsman Lake when the fish are feeding on midges close in. I’m not 

sure why it works better than a regular Griffith’s Gnat; maybe the fish thinks it’s getting two gnats for the 

price of one. Who knows ? 

 

The fly is fairly easy to tie. Lay the foundation thread from eye to bend and then 

tie in and wind forward three or four turns of the rear hackle. Tie it off and then 

attach a strand of peacock herl. Take the thread forward to behind the eye and 

then form a body with the peacock herl which you tie off behind the eye, leaving 

room for the front hackle which you tie in and wind forward three or four turns 

in the regular manner. A small head and the fly is finished. 

 

The only problem with this fly, and the regular Griffith’s Gnat of course, is 

finding hackle feathers small enough for the 16-18-20 size hooks. The best 

source is grizzly necks rather than grizzly saddles. Saddles have long feathers 

with evenly sized barbs whereas neck feathers taper and have smaller and 

smaller barbs towards the tips. ( Incidentally, those tips are perfect for the wings 

on the Adams fly.)  

 

                                                                                                                                          Alan T.   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 


