
Fly of the Month                                            The Red Spinner 

 

                                                                                

 

Hook    :-  Dry fly 10-12-14 

 

Tail       :-  Reddish brown  hackle fibres 

 

Rib        :-  Fine silver wire or tinsel 

 

Body     :-  Rear ¾  orange seals fur or 

substitute, 

                  front ¼  peacock herl 

 

Hackle   :-  Reddish brown cock hackle 

 

 

A normal season in northern Tasmania usually sees an autumn hatch of red spinners on the 

rivers from about mid March to mid April so a few spinner patterns in the flybox, along with 

some grasshopper patterns, could be handy at this time.  Checking the internet for red 

spinners comes up with dozens of patterns and images, most of which feature red bodies 

whereas the red spinners found locally tend to be orange or light brown. The colour probably 

doesn’t matter too much, it’s more presentation and silhouette that count…..borne out by the 

fact that even chasing trout rising to red spinners many fishermen only ever use a black 

version and still catch fish. The one featured here sits nice and high on the water and is the 

one I go to when fish are taking spinners skimming the surface. 

 

A fairly straightforward tie. Take thread to bend of hook and tie in the tail fibres which 

should be at least 1½ times hook shank length. Then tie in the ribbing wire or tinsel ……I use 

a strand of Krystal Flash these days because it’s lighter. Next apply orange seals fur dubbing 

to the thread and wind it forward to about a ¼ shank length from the eye, tie it down and then 

bring the rib forward and secure it at the same point. Now tie in a good quality cock hackle 

with barbs about 1½ times the hook gape and a nice fluffy strand of peacock herl.  Wind the 

peacock herl forward to just behind the eye, secure it and then bring the hackle forward over 

it. Tie it off, form a small head of thread and varnish. 

 

Hint :- It can sometimes be hard finding feathers with fibres long enough to make the tail on 

spinner patterns, the standard flyting cape or saddle doesn’t generally have feathers big 

enough. Mine came from a packet of strung brown feathers from the millinery department of 

Spotlight. 

 

 

 

 

It’s gone by the board a bit nowadays but once upon a 

time the standard for high riding dry flies was that 

they should sit on the water with the tail, the hackle 

tips and hook bend forming a straight line.  

 

Like so….. for the perfectionist traditionalist. 

 

 

                                                                                                                              Alan Taylor 

 


