
 

 
 

Troubleshooting Quiz                 June 2017 

 
This month for, something different, Casting Around features a quiz on troubleshooting casting 

faults. I call it a quiz in the hope that everyone will give it a go but really it is a test of your 

knowledge on casting faults and fixes which was the subject of last month’s column. If you did 

your homework and read the book and watched the DVD you will have no trouble finding the 

correct answers to each question. If you didn’t, good luck! 

 

 

1.  A tailing loop is mostly caused by: 

 
a. The wind 
b. Over powering the cast 
c. The wrong grip on the rod 
d. A casting arc that is too wide 

 

 

2. The leader hitting the ground or water on the backcast is usually caused by: 

 
a. The wind 
b. A casting arc that is too wide 
c. Not pausing on the forward cast 
d. A casting arc that is too narrow 

 

 

3. To avoid the fly or line hitting the rod during a cast you could: 

 
a. Apply more power 
b. Apply less power 
c. Canter the rod slightly to the side 
d. Start with the rod tip low and finish with the tip high. 

 

 

4. To stop the line and leader jumping to one side at the end of the cast you could: 

 
a. Move the tip of the rod in a straight line 
b. Move the tip of the rod in the opposite direction 
c. Roll your wrist in the opposite direction 
d. Grip the rod loosely 

 

 

5. If your line piles up at the end of a forward cast and you don’t want it to you could: 



 
a. Follow through on the forward cast 
b. Apply more power to the forward cast. 
c. Open your casting arc. 
d. Apply power smoothly to a crisp stop. 

 

 

 

 

6. If your leader cracks like a whip on the backcast you are probably: 

 
a. Applying too much power in your backcast 
b. Pausing for too long on your backcast 
c. Not pausing long enough on your backcast 
d. Using too heavy a leader 

 
 

7. Which of these would contribute most to you being hit in the head or back by your fly: 

 
a. Casting with the wind blowing into your casting arm. 
b. Using a short rod 
c. Uplining your rod 
d. Casting into the wind 

 

 

8. Shock waves in the forward cast are caused by: 

 
a. Not holding the rod tightly 
b. Moving the rod tip up and down with your hand 
c. Not enough power 
d. Slack line 

 

 

9. If you are unable to make tight loops you need to: 

 
a. Move the rod tip in a straight line 
b. Use a shorter casting stroke 
c. Use a longer casting stroke 
d. Stop the rod 

 

 

10. If your roll cast ends up in a heap you should try: 

 
a. Rolling the rod more 
b. More power in the cast 
c. A longer casting stroke with a high stop 
d. A smaller D loop 

 
 

11. Which of these will help most if you want to cast further? 

 
a. More power on the forward cast 
b. More power on the backcast 
c. Narrow loops 
d. Uplining the rod 

 



 

12. If the rod is making a “wooshing” noise when casting you need to” 

 
a. Angle the reel away from your body 
b. Back off the power 
c. Buy a better rod 
d. Pause longer on the backcast 

 
If you got this far, well done. You can check your score below. You may want to disagree with my answers 

and I am happy to have the debate. Fly casting is not an exact science and there is always room for 

discussion. The bottom line when it comes to casting faults and fixes is the 5 Essentials. Follow these 

essentials and you will have a troublefree cast. 
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