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After watching a trailer on YouTube for the latest video from Gin-Clear Media called “Leviathan” I knew I had a topic for this 
month's column. The only way guide Miles Rushmer would be able to cast to those huge trout in the confined quarters of 
that New Zealand spring creek was with a bow and arrow cast. So now we have something new to add to our casting 
repertoire. It is not my intention to make Casting Around a step by step guide to learning to cast. If you need to learn a new 
cast there are plenty of ways you can go about it. Casting Around, as the banner suggests, is a random collection of thoughts 
and ideas about fly casting. After watching Leviathan my thoughts turned to the bow and arrow cast and how you might go 
about learning it..  
 
The bow and arrow cast looks like this: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K26Q_MO1b6g and can be learnt by following 
the steps outlined here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFBdtQfw-ZI&feature=kp  That's it! That's all I need to do to 
teach you about the bow and arrow cast. No need for long step by step instructions and no need to read hundreds of words 
and follow diagrams and flow charts. YouTube it! If these two videos don't help take a look at the dozens of other entries you 
will find under bow and arrow casting.  
 
YouTube has been around since 2005 and is more popular than its older counterpart, Vimeo. Both video streaming websites 
allow anyone to upload videos on almost any subject for everyone to view. In the most part these services are free. There 
are 4 billions views per day on YouTube and 100 hours of video are uploaded every minute.  More than 1 billion people visit 
each month – and some of them are fly fishers like you and me.  
 
So what's wrong with using YouTube to learn to cast?  For someone of my vintage clinging to old technology and limited data 
plans I am often reluctant to click on YouTube links when I am invited to do so in magazines, newsletters, emails, on 
Facebook or in internet searches. You can quickly use your monthly data allowance watching YouTube videos. Of course, as 
we move to fibre optic connections and much more generous data plans this is becoming less of a problem. So there is 
nothing wrong with YouTube if you can keep up with the technology and pay for a big enough data plan. - and, of course,  if 
you have the time to watch. I read recently (thanks Google!) that on average almost an hour of YouTube is watched for every 
person on Earth every day. Someone must be watching much more than an hour to make up for my limited viewing.  
 
The biggest problem with using YouTube to learn to cast is the same problem you have when using anything found on the 
internet. How do you know what you are viewing is correct? Anyone can post videos to YouTube and everyone does. You will 
find qualified casting instructors, guides, experienced fly fishers, novices, no-hopers and even no-gooders will all have a go. 
Make sure you watch a number of different videos on the same subject to see if there is a common approach. Check on the 
credentials of the producer and don't believe everything that Hank Patterson tells you!  
 
YouTube can be a great tool when you are wanting to try something new. I have decided to have a go at fly fishing in the 
surf. I'm not sure why because I am rapidly coming to the conclusion that saltwater fly fishing is a lot of hard work for little 
return. Anyhow, I thought it would be interesting to see if I could cast for tailor and salmon off the beach with a fly rod. In 
preparation I have been searching YouTube for videos on fly casting in the surf.  In America fly fishing for striped bass in the 
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surf is very popular and there are a number of videos on YouTube with information on choice of rods, reels and lines and 
how to cast them. I've spent a lot of time researching striper fishing  – and have been very careful with my typing every time.  
 
One thing you will soon discover on Youtube is that many companies use it as a medium to advertise their products. 
Company sponsored guides will tell you their rod makes the best bow and arrow cast. Celebrities can be seen with all the 
best gear. There is nothing wrong with this as long as you are aware you are being targeted. In my quest for information on 
doubled handed fly rods in the surf I often come across videos and articles by Simon Gawesworth. Simon works for RIO but 
his videos are balanced, informative and always factually correct. If you are after information on doubled handed rods and 
lines Simon is the guru and YouTube makes him accessible to us all.  
 
As good as YouTube videos can be for instruction you can't beat interaction with another person. Recently, there was an 
interesting topic for discussion on the FlyLife Forum regarding the best way to learn to fly fish. A number of different views 
were expressed but no one suggested YouTube as their answer. Responses ranged from joining a fly club, attending a fly 
fishing school, hiring a guide, paying a qualified instructor, working with a friend to DIY. All of these will work but some will 
work better than others. If I had to choose just one I would say joining a club is the best way to learn. A fly fishing club 
contains a wealth of knowledge and experience that can't be found in any number of YouTube videos. If you really want to 
learn the bow and arrow cast make use of your club and the people in it.  
 
In the brave new world of the NBN those of us who can't get to club casting days will be able to post videos of their casting 
on YouTube and seek comments on faults and fixes. You'd have to be pretty brave to put your casting out there like that but 
if it was only visible to fellow club members it might not be so bad. Come to think of it, we could use our closed Facebook 
group and invite comments from club members only. It might be worth a try. If you are leaning the bow and arrow cast and 
have watched all the videos and think you have it just right you could post a video and see if fellow members agree.  When I 
get my new NBN connection I think I will give it a go. I'll soon find out who my real friends are.  
 
By the way, you can find the video clip from Leviathan here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQVuArqYdGY  or I suggest 
the DVD would be a great addition to the club library. Failing that I have a copy which you are welcome to borrow the next 
time you are in Coffs Harbour.  
 

                                                                                                                     Allan Ekert 
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